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G. W. Stead, reporting in 1922, stated as
to unimproved lands—

Your Commissioner was much im-
pressed with the large aren of apparently
good land undeveloped and lying idle ad
joining the present railway lines, and,
from inquirics made, finds that a very
large amount of it is held by private own-
ers, poeaibly, in ‘many instances, for
higher values.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: What does the pres-
ent Surveyor General say on the subjectf

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: I have
any quantity of matter to fall back upon,
if necessary, If the present Surveyor Gen-
eral has reported adversely to the Closer
Settiement Bill and the information is with-
in the knowledge of Mr. Holmes, then in
the interests nf the State that gentleman
should supply it.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: The Surveyor Gen-
eral is the head of the department, and you
should have his views.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The in-
formation is not within my knowledge.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I want to know what
the Surveyor General has to say.

The COLONTAT, SECRETARY: I have
quoted from the report of the officer who
actualty made the inspection, and there can
be no higher authority if he is competent
and trustworthy.

Hon. F. E. 8. Willmott: He haa been
appointed acting Surveyor General sinee
he made that report.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: If there
were a report by the Surveyaor General ad-
verge to closer settlement, T would certainly
have secured it and ecarefully studied it.
I wonld not then have taken up so strong
an attitude in favonr of the Bill as T am
endeavauring to do. The large area of land
locked up close to railways operates to the
disadvantage of the bona fide settler. He
is carrying the speculator on his back by
reason of so mueh land along existing
lines being unutilised. Railway freights to-
day are much higher than they would be
if every landowner was deing his duty by
the State. The revenue of the Railway De-
partment alsa suffers, And the evil does
not stop there: increased production of
wealth is hindered by those who will not
work their estates but are holding them for
the higher valnes bronght about simply by
the industry of others. Everyone interested
in Western Auatralia’s progress should sup-
port the Bill. the passing of which will lead
to much agricultural settlement, with all the
henefieial effects which flow from such set-
tlement. Tf the Bill aimed at confiscation,
T eounld understand the opposition to it; but
it does not aim at confiscation. Tt takes
something away, but it gives back something
adequate.

Hon, A, Lovekin:
takes.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: The
measure has been sponsored by two Liberal

Tt gives more than it
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Governments, and this ig the third time it
has received the endorscment of members of
another place. On all three occagions it was
endorsed there by overwhelming majorities
1 trust the Legislative Couneil will realige
the importance of the measure, and pass it
without any amendments that are likely to
impair its usefulness,

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. . 20
Noes . e .. 6
Majority for 14
AYESR,
Hon, C, F. Baxzter Hon. W. H. Kitson
Hon. J. R. Brown Hon, J, M, Macfarlane
Hon. A. Burvill Hon. G, W, Mtles
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. T. Moore
Hon. J. Duftell Hon, J. Nicholson
Hon, J. Ewlng Hon. G. Potter
Hon. E. H. Gray Hon. H. Seddon
Hon. E. H. Harrls Hon. F. E. §. Willmott
Hon. J. W. Hlckey Hon, H. J. Yelland
Heo, J. W, Kirwan Hon. A. J. H. Saw
(Teller.)
Noes.
Hon. J. Cornell Hon, H. A. Stephenson
Hon, V. Hamergley Hon, H. Stewart
Hon, A. Lovekin Hap. J. I, Hotmes
{Teller.)

Question put and passed.
Bill read a sccond time,

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASBISTANCE ACT
AMENDMENT,

Received from the Assembly and read a
first Eime.

House adjourned at 6.2 p.m,
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motions by Mr. Wilson, leave for two
weeks granted to Mr, Holman (Forrest) on
the ground of urgent public business; and
to Mr. Panton (Menzies) on the ground of
urgent private business,

On motion by Mr. Richardson leave for
one week granted to Mr. Stubbs (Wagin)
on the ground of ill-health.

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.

1. General Loan and Inscribed Stock Act
Continuanee,

Introduced by Minister for Lands.
2, Road Districts Aet Amendment,
Introduced by Mr. Sampson.

BILL—LAND AND INCOME TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT

Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Couneil,
’

ANNUAL FESTIMATES, 1924-25.
In Committec of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day. WMr.
Lutey in the Chair; Hon. 8. W. Munsie
{Honorary Minister) in eharge of the Vote.

Fote—Lunacy and Inebriafes,
{partly considered):

Mr. E. B, JOHNSTON: I made an in-
quiry of the Minister yesterday in regard
to the dentist. Can he tell us whether a
dentist is to be appointed permanently.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: The resident den-
tist resigned in August and, owing to the
financial stringency, it is not intended to
appoint a permanent dentist this year,

Mr. Sampson : Will the Minister tell us
how the dental work will be carried ount?

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: The dental work
will be carried ouf under the old conditions;
that is to say, for certain subsidies duly
gualified dentists will do the work specified
by the doctors. In view of the fine work
of the dentist who was there until August,
it is not expected that there will be much to
be done this year.

Mr., LAMBERT: That is not at all satis-
factory. Tt is a crying shame that hundreds
of patients in such an institution should be
allowed to go withont a dentist, and that
the work should be dealt with haphazard.
The Government shoul@ be urged to make
every effort to secure a compefent perma-
nent dentist for this institution.

Mr. SAMPSON: Ia addition to the cut-
ting out of the amount provided last year

£85 708
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for a dentist, there is a reduction of £340
in the provision for medieal staff, It seems
to me the position is a serious one, Medieal
treatment of the patients is of the first
importance and so, too, is dental treatment.
Under the Minister’s proposal, instead of
expert dental service being rendered to the
unfortunate patients, it will be limited prob-
ably to the extraction of teeth., It is
ovr duty as a Christian ecommunity to
see  that proper dental attention is
given to all those patients requiring it.
At the Hospita) for the Insane there is a
properly equipped surgery for carrying out
the work. The need for a dentist was
thoroughly recognised, and no reason has
been advanced why one should not be
appointed. Tn every well organised hos-
pital of the kind there is a dental surgery.
Is the Honorary Minister going to allow
this necessary officer to be permanently re-
maoved?

Hon, S. W. Munsie: Such an officer will
not be permanently removed.

Mr. SAMPSON: PBut the amount has
been struck off the Estimates. Could not
applieations be ealled to fill the position?

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: There is no money
provided.

Mr. SAMPSON: Are we going to allow
that state of affairs to continuet :

The Minister for Lands: When you first
called applications for the position there
was no money available. Can we not do the
same?

Mr. SAMPSON: Tf we have an assur-
anee that applications will be invited 1
shall be satisfied. There are between
1,000 and 1,100 patients in the institution,
and a dentist is sorely needed. FEither a
whole-time dentist should be appointed, or
some arrangement should be made where-
by those patients who require dental aiten-
tion should receive it.

Mr. TAYLOR: 1 do not know whether
we are diseussing a dental surgeon for the
institution, or a mechanical dentist. The
medieal men ia the institution would order
the neeessary extractions if a patient were
suffering pain. Tf it is intended that teeth
shall be made in the hospital for the
patients, no doubt a dental surgeon would
be required. We can leave the matter in
the hands of the Miniater.

Mr. SLEEMAN: T am disappointed thaw
such a valuable asset to the institution as
2 dentist, shonld have have been removed.
T hope it will be possible to restore the
position.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: The Colonial
Secretary is just as sympathetic towards
patients as are members. Circumstances arose
making it impossible for him to get an-
other dentist when the vacancy occurred,
If dental work is required at the institu-
tion, the Government will see that it is
earried out. We have not provided on the
Estimates for a full-time dental surgeon.
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Mr. Sampson: Did you make any arrange-
ments for one?

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: XNo, but if such
a man is required, one will he appointed.

Ttem, Managing Secretary, £180:

Mr. SLEEMAN: 1 should like to know
something about this item. I believe the
institution is worse managed nmow than it
was before a managing seecretary was
appeinted. Surely the Inspector General
of the Insane is eapable of managing the
hospital. Tt seems to me that a position
kas bheen found for this officer, who was
formerly attached to the 1mplement
Works. There is no need for a managing
secretary there,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Our sys-
tem of controlling the Hospital for the
Iusane is different from that which exists
in the otber States, In New South Whles,
a manager is appointed to each institution
in addition to a superintendent, while the
Inspector General controls them all

Mr. Taylor: How many patients are
there in each hospital?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: About
ag many as there are here. The superin-
tendent is responsible entirely for the
health and condition of the patients. He
is at the head of the institution, and is a
medical man. He has nothing to do with
the ocutside work. The manager looks
after the outside work and the general
management of the institution. In Vie-
toria the officer is called a secretary and
not 2 manager. The superintendent and
secretary look after the ountside work and
the ovpkeep of the institntion. In South
Anstralia the officer is called a sieward,
not a secretary. FEach of the two institu-
tions also has a superintendent. The posi-
tion in South Australia comparea with that
in this State. The Inspector General has
not sufficient work in looking affer the
two institutions, so that he is appointed
head of the Adelaide Hospital and Chair-
man of the Lunacy Board. All the respon-
sibility for the management of the hospital
is thrown upon the steward and the super-
intendent. In Western Australia we have
had dual control. We have not koown
where the services of the Inspector Gen-
eral ended, and those of the superintend-
ent began. It has been proved right
throngh Australin that the medicel men
should give more attention to the patients
and less to the management. T shall not
refer to the various select committees and
Royal Commissions that have inguired into
our Lunacy Department beyond saying
that they agreed that more attention used
to be given by the professional men to
administration and outside work than to
the treatment and cure of the patients.
WMedical men are needed in these institu-
tions onlv for the purpose of looking after
the natients dand experimenting in the
matter of methods of cure. I hope that
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when the new mental hospital has been
built, an officer will be appointed for that
express purpose. We should not look upon
the patients zs men who, once afflicted,
should be banished for ever from human
society, There has always been a secre-
tary at Claremont, but in the past that
officer had no power. The present system
is new here, but doubtless it will eventu-
ally work satisfacterily. If the change of
system results in the doctors spending
four or five hours a day with the patients
insteail of 13% honrs, it will be a great ad-
vantagre,

Mr. SAMPSON: Largely as the result
of representations made by the present
Minister for Lands upon his raturn from
a visit to the Eastern States in connection
with lunacy matters, and also as the re-
sult of the Royal Commission’s recom-
mendations, it was decided that a man-
aging secretary should be appointed at
Claremeont. SBurely the medical men bhave
sufficient work to do in attending tq the
patients and rendering the medical service
required. The appointment of the man-
aging secretary should prove to be in the
besat interests ¢f the patients and of the
institution. It is based om a right prin-
ciple.

Hon. 8, W, MUNSIE: Some of the
opposition seems to be to the individual,
and not to the office.

Mr. Sleeman: That does not apply to
me.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSBIE: I do not say it
does; but if the cap fits the hon. member,
he ean wear it. I absoletely agree with
having a business manager for an institu-
tion like that at Claremont. Formerly the
medical officer of the institution had to de-
vote more than half his time to business
management, with the result that he did
not devote to the patients the time that he
shoul@ have given them. It iz admitted by
doctors themnselves that they are not good
business men and net good administrators.
Whether the appoinfment which has been
made ia the right one, I am unable to say.
The managing secretary has not held his
position long enough for any of us to say
whether he will prove a success.-or a failare.

Mr. Sampson: Let us give him a chance.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The Minister seemed to
indieate that this was a personal matter
with me.

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: No,

Mr. SLEEMAN: The cap seemed in-
tended to fit me.

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: No.

Mr, SLEEMAN: If things do not alter
during the next few months from what they
have been since the managing seeretary’s
appeintment, T shall have something more
to say. I do mot knmow that it is the fanli
of the man; it may be the fault of the
Government.

Mr., LAMBERT: Tt is always well to
serutinise an appointment which is given to
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an excess officer. I do not know the eapa-
city of this man to fill the position of man-
aging seeretary at Claremout. It is to be
hoped, however, that in his new position he
will not prove quite as unfortunate as he
was in his connection with the State Imyple-
ment Works. If the latter is any criterion
of his managerial eapacity, no great im-
provement is likely to result at Claremont.
It is quite wrong for the Honorary Minister,
who is nominally in charge of these Esti-
mates, fo think this is a personal matter.
However, the faet remains that the appoint-
ment was not made until there was an ex-
cess officer; and it is competent for any
member to ask why there should be a posi-
tion created to absorb an execess officer.

The Minister for Lands: He was an ae-
¢ountant in the Public Works Department,
and he had plenty of work.

Mr., LAMBERT: I do not think any of
them show a great hoggishness for work.

Mr. SBampson: This job is no sinecure.

Mr. LAMBERT: The officer under dis-
cusgion is totally unknown to me.

My, LATITAM: T am surprized to learn
that an appointment to the Claremont iu-
gtitution was made from the State Tmple-
ment Works. One would have thought that,
partieularly as a rise of salary was provided,
gomeboiy at least acquainted with the man-
agement of such institutions would have
been appointed,

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: Blame the previous
Government,

Mr. LATHAM: What are the special
qualifications of this officer?

The Minister for Lands:
countant.

Mr. LATHAM: One would have expected
a man with some other qualifications than
those of an aecountant to be appointed. But
what are the man’s special qualifications?

Mr, E. B. Johnston: Business eapacity.

Mr. LATHAM: T hope the Minister will
sce that this officer i3 eapable of conducting
the business side of the institution as we
would desire. He should be someone like
the officer in charge of the 01d Men's Home.

The Minister for Lands: He is not so
good as you think,

Mr. LATHAM:
tion.

The Minister for Lands: Not so mueb
satisfaction as some people think.

Mr. LATHAM: I notice that this officer
is to reccive an increase in salary and other
aggistance as well, including quarters. fuel,
licht and produce free, and stores at con-
traet rates.

The Minister for Lands: He is in receipt
of the same salary as he was paid last year!

Mr. LATHAM: Tt seems to me rather
stranpe to transfer an officer from the State
Tmplement Works and place him in charge
nf the husiness at the Claremont Hospital
for the Imsane, Great eare should be exer-
cised in the seleetion of an officer for this
work.

He is an ae-

He has given satisfae-
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The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: This
officer was previously in charge of the busi-
ness side of the State Brickworks and of
the State Implement Works. He is acknow-
ledged to be a capable business manager.
As to the transfer from the State Imple-
ment Works to the Claremont Asyvlum, that
was a matter with whieh the Public Service
Commissicner had to deal, He had to select
a man of ability and if there was a man suit-
able for advancement in the service, he was
entitied to the appointment.

Item, Engineering Staff and Farm Maa-
ager, £3,200:

Mr. SBAMPSON: Has an increased area
becn zequired for the dairy herd?

Hon. S. W. Munsic: No, not that I know
of.

Mr. SAMPSON: Some time ago it was
decided to take over an additional area of
land ineluding a small swamp, so as to im-
prove the facilities for depasturing the
cattle. Tf nothing has been done, I trust
the Minister will look into the matter.

Ttem, Board of Visitors, Fees, £625:

Mr. SAMPSON: T wish to pay a tribute
to the members of the board. I have at-
tended their meetings and have been im-
pressed Ly their thorough, sympathetic, and
capable examination of patients. T would
like to see the duties and powers of the
Board of Vigitors properly defined. Para-
graph (g) of Scction 95 of the Lunacy
Aet refers to the powera of the board and
provides that the board '‘Iay give instrue-
tions to the Imspector General as to the
management of the institution, otherwise
than in regard to the medieal treatment of
patients, but suhjeet to regulations.’’ This
particular provision has given rise to con-
siderable trouble in the past, for it is diffi-
eult to determine what is medical treatment.
It is possible to say, for instance, that any
action taken in respect of the patients is
in the nature of medical treatment. Re-
cently a patient was removed to Whithy on
the recommendation of the board of wvisi-
tors and later on that patient was refused
his week-cnd leave, T am not in a position
to say whether he should have been granted
leave or mot, but if it is competent for
the board to recommend the transfer and
that action does mnot confliet with para-
graph (g), then it should be competent
for the board te allow week-end leave.

Mr. 8leeman: Has it been refused by the
board?

Mr, SBAMPSON: The hboard members
¢laim they have no jurisdiction. Tf the
Minister ¢ontrolling the Lunaey Department
kas in mind the necessity for amending the
legiglation, T snggest that Seetion 95 should
be altered so as to properly define the
powers and duties of the board of visitors.

Hon. 8. W, MUKSIE: I do not control
the Lunaey Department and do not know
whether the Minister has taken this matter
into consideration. I recognise the position



[30 OCTOBER, 1924.]

regarding the board of visitors. I be-
lieve the board have power to make recom-
wendativns for the release of patients, let
alone to grant week-end leave. The diff-
culty is to get the board of visitors or any
medical man to take the responsibility of
makiny sieh recommendations. I have dis-
cussed this matter with members of the
board and they say it is the duty of the
medical officer at the institution to deter-
mine sueh matters,

Mr, SAMPSON: That is obe reason why
1 think the powers of the board of visitors
should be set out clearly. I hope the Gov-
ernment will deal with the matter.

Mr. MILLINGTOXN: I disagree with the
member for Swan. We are badly in need
of new blood on the board of visitors, I
do not kmow how they ware appointed.
Although Iabour is supposed to be repre-
sented, it is not.

Mre, Sampson: No special party is repre-
gented.

Mr. Hughes:
represented.

Mr. Latham: The sooner we leave politics
out of this question the better!

Mr, MILLINGTOXN: Considering that
the hoard is an appeal board for the em-
ployees, there should be someonc on the
board to whom they may lock when matters
affecting them are being considered. Apart
from being a board of visitors, it is also
an industrial board.

Mr. Sampsom: Mrs.
Labour.

Mr, MILLINGTON: The members of the
board arc dominated by the doetor. I pre-
sume the other members have ideas, but
they appear to be completely binffed hy
the medical officer. Tt was proposed that
a certain patient be granted an independent
inquiry, and though the doctor could not

There i3 nc special party

Casson represents

explain why the inquiry should not be
granted, he dominated and bluffed the
board. Inatead of the board receivin

credit, T maintain if ever there was a boar
that requircd new blood, # is Lhis one.
As it is an industrial board, which is ea-
firely wrong, there should b2 an accredited
representative of the trade unioms om it.
However, there is none. It is mon-political,
whieh means it is highly - political. It is
totally representative of one gide, and the
employecs have no possibility of petting
proper congideration—T will not say jus-
tice—by those competent to deal with their
affairs.

Mr. Taylor: You agsume that justice is
out of the question.

Mr, MILLINGTON: I refrained from
referring to justice. The board has not the
necessary knowledse to deal with matters
from the point of view of the employees,
such as they would have if there was a
sperialist on the board.

Mr. Bampson: There are two medieal
men on the board.
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Mr., MILLINGTOX: But one of them
coustitutes the board. Unless a member
wag ahle to convince the doctor, it was use-
less to put up a case. The rest of the beard
appeared to bave no opinions at sll. The
question of whether a man should have his
case heard by an independent board was not
one solely for a medieal man,

Mr. Sampsen: That would be outside the
jurisdiction of the board.

Mr. MILLINGTON: Had the board
agreed to the proposal, the inquiry would
have been granted, but the doctor was op-
posed to it, and consequently it was not
oranted. My complaint is that the boavd
is dominated by one man and that new blood
is required.

Mr. Sampson: Who is the man?

Mr, MILLINGTON: Dr. Birmingham.

The Minister for Lands: He is one of
the hLest.

Mr, TAYLOR: I know nothing about the
congtitntion or funetions of the board, but
I know the two medical men on it, Dr. Bir-
minzham and Dr. MeWhae,

Mr, Millington: I think Dr, McWhae was
absent on the oceasion to which I referreil.

Mr. TAYLOR: I would be quite satisfied
to go before those doctors orn any charge;
I know they would adjudieate fairly upon
it. I do not think politics enters their heads.
T am sorry the member for Leedcrville
should have made the remarks he did. Mrs,
Casson is a mewmber of the board.

Mr. Hughes: Is she staunchly non-politi
eal, too!?

Mr. TAYLOR: Members on the Govern-
nent side will not charge her with being
prejudiced against the workers. I think she
would rather lean towards the working class.
She has been prominent in the Labour move-
ment. It is not necessary for the board to
exhibit any political feeling in performing
their funetions, and I regret that the slight-
est suggestion should have beem made that
party politics or party feeling governs their
actions, I hope the board will always he
free from any political party feeling when
dealing with the question brought before it.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: We should not
allow party feeling to warp our judgment
regarding the necessity for the board. T do
not think the board bhas functioned in a
manner advantageous to the BState, or in
such a way as to afford protection to the
inmates. I have mot heard anyone say that
the board hag rendered an actual service.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell; Yes, it has.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: No institation
has reccived more concentrated adverse erit-
icigm than has the Hospital for the Insane.
We have highly paid officers in charpe of
the institution; eriticism is perpetual and
persistent ; in addition we are going to pay
£625 per annum to a beard of visitors, and
we are justified in asking whether there is
any need for the board of visitora. If we
have the administration plus a huffer be-
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tween Parliament and the aldministration,
the buffer should be of some vaiwe. In act-
nal practice we have not had any demons-
tratirn of its valee, As a looker-on for
some years, and after reading the reports, T
am of opinion that the beard has never come
inte the play. What is the use of it? It
has nat functioned in the time of stress. If
the hoard does not funetion when public
opinion is directed againat the administra-
tion, it is net likely to function at nny other
time. Tt has not improved the administra-
tian.

Mr, Sampson: I am sure the AMinister in
charge will eontradict that statement.

Hon, W, D. JOHXSON: T rgse beeaunse
of the remark that someone should move to
strike out the item, but T found the debate
was being twisted from a gencral review
of the advisableness——

The Minister for Lands:
statutory.

Hon, W, D, JOHNSOXN: That shows how
dangerous it is to make the appointment
of such a board statutory. Tt is not the
first time that the neccessity for the contin-
nanee of the board has been questiomed. and
we have been told it must be continned be-
causc it is provided for by statuie. BEvi-
dently the statnte needs to be altered, and
the best way of conveying the opinion of
members ig by reducing the item. That will
indicate to the Government the need for
review. The review 1 want is the aholition
of the board. T want the Minister to ac-
cept the responsihility for the administra-
tion of the institution. T do not want any
buffers. When we try to establish a buffer
between the peaple’s representatives and the
actual administration of such imstitutions, it
is of no value, The huffer gets either the
whole of the criticism or none at all. Had
this not been a statutory item, I should have
moved to strike out the whole amount. As
I am assured it is a statutory item, in order
to indicate that the beard should be abol-
ished 2s an expensive luxnry, I move—

That the item be reduced by £1.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: As a
tule, a body of men doing their work pro-
perly are rarely criticised ; those who do not
do their work well are eriticired, The board
of visitora have earried out their duties well
and no criticism has been levelled against
them. The member for Guildford does not
know what the beard have done. For some
years ther¢ were complaints in this Cham-
ber and outside that the releasing of
patients was entirely in the hands of one
man. It was thought advisable that a com-
petent board should be appointed to con-
sider some of the cases. All medienl men
are not infallible. Since the board were
established they have released a consider-
able pumber of patients, who otherwise
would have gtill been in the institution.

My, Mann: And they have cared for them
afterwards.

The hoard i3
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The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: The
system is worked on lines somewhat similar
to thosc adopted in the O1d Country, where
friends appeal to the board in control for
permission to bhe given the care of patients.
It has worked well, and many who have been
released have hern known to he cured, That
i+ oane of the principlal reasons why the
board was appointed in this State. The
need for the appeintment of sach a hoard
was cmphasised by the seleet committee of
this Houso, of which T was chairmau, TUp to
date the duties entrusted to the board have
bheen earvied ont satisfactorily and there
have leen no complaints, Regarding one
momber of thai board, Dr. Birminghum, I
have known him for 30 sears, IHe has
travelled the world and made inquiries into
lupacy matters. In this State he has given
a great deal of time and consideration to
the subject, and I think I am safe in say-
ing that there is no medical man in West-
ern Australia, practising bhis profession, who
has such a. profound knowledge of the ques-
tion as has Dr. Birmingham. This medieal
gentleman has on many oecasions, since he
has been a member of the board, condemned
the actions of the officers of the institmtion
in restect of the treatment of the patients.
Unfortunately, the board have no power to
intervene. I'r. BirmSngham would have ap-
pealed for more liberty for the patients but
fer the fact that it might have heen thought
that an attempt was being made to take
awny the full eontrol of the institution from
the officers in charpe of it. A Royal Com-
misgion, with De, Jones, Tnspector General
of the Insane, in Vietoria, as chairman, was
appointed three years ago, and the conclu-
sion arrived at was that the inmates at
Claremont were treated as prisoners rather
than as patients. Since that time the gardens
around the institution have been more freely
used by the patients, In connection with the
industrial part of the establishment, prior to
the appointment of the board, & commitiee
or a special board existed and its duty was
to consider the eonditions wnder which the
employecs worked, It was, in faet, an ap-
peal board consisting of a representative of
the employees, a representative of the man-
agement, with a magistrate as chairman,
That board dealt with the cases submitted
to it, but it did not give satisfaction, and,
if I mistake not, it was at the request of
the emplayees themselves that the board of
visitors was askad to undertake the duty of
an appeal board.

Mpr, Slgeman: The employees are asking
for an appeal board now.

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: The
bhoard of visitors has power to hear appeals
of employees, and do so at the request of the
employees themselves. In respect to the
releages that are recommended by the board,
it is tree that there are quile a number of
patients now cut of the imstitution who
would have still been within its walls but for
the board. A great responsibility is thrown on
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the members of the board. They can only
form an opinion on the information they ve-
ceive from the medical officers and otbers at
the institution. In addition, the board re-
cognise the necessity for giving attention
ontside to those patients who might be re-
commended for relief, but who have no
friends to look nfter them. It was then that
what are known as after-care committees
were appointed for the express purpose of
attending to those unfortunate people who
were without friends or relations.  The
duties of the hoard are such that I would
not eare to have to perform thermn. I have
had many opportunities of visiting the Hos-
pital for the Insane and therefore am in a
position to judge. The members of the
board are doing very good work in the
direction of seeing that proper treatment is
meted out to the patients.

Mr. HUGHES: T think there has been

a misunderstanding in regard to the
amendment  submitted by the member
for Guildford, respecting the deletion
of the item, According to the Act it

is not a statutory fee that is being paid to
the board. The hoard, however, is statu-
tory. Subsection 8 of Section 74 states:—
The members of the board shall re-
ceive out of moneys appropriated by Par-
liament such fees as may be prescribed by
regulation.
Out of moneys appropriated by Parliament!
If Parliament appropriates any money!
That is what it means. There is no regula-
tion under which the board can be given fees
it Parliament does not appropriate the
money. It is elear that if Parliament does
not appropriate the £625 the board will not
receive any fees.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell:
appropriate it.

Mr. HUGHES: [ am going to support
the amendment for the deletion of the item.

The CHATRMAN: The amendment be-
fore the Committee is for a reduetion and
not for the deletion of the item,

Mr. HUGHES: Well, I will move that
the item be deleted.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member can
amend the amendment of the member for
Guildford.

Mr,. HUGHES: T suggest that the mem-
ber for Guildford withdraw his amendment
to enable me to move mine.

Hon. W. D, Johnson: Tf you want to go
the lot T will not stand in your way. I
will withdraw my amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn,
Mr. HUGHES: I move an amendment—
That the item be struck out.

T have heard complaints about the personnel
of the board. That section of the community
with one line of thought has never been re-
presented on the board. Tt is all right for
the member for Mt. Margaret (Mr. Taylor)

Parliament will
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to say that politics bave never interfered in
connection with the appointment of this
board.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell:
have not, either.

Mr, Lindsay: The Primary Producers’
Association are not om it,

Hop. Sir James Mitchell: Not spoils to
the vietors surely!

Mr. HUGHES: It was always spoils {o
the vietoers with the hon. member. That
is of no use to my party.

Hon. Sir Jaimes Mitchell: On a point of
order T ask that that remark be with-
drawn.

The CHATRMAN: I think it is meraly
an expression of opinion.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: Very often
opinions are expressed that are not true.

The CHAIRMAN: I do not think the
hon. member is out of order.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Then he can
say anything he likes in the House. I
consider the remark was offencive.

Mr, Sampson: Distinctly offensive.

The CHAIRMAN: Does the Leadcr of
the Opposition regard it #s oflensive?

The Minister for Agricultura: You pro-
voked him and then you immedistely take
offence,

Mr, Richardson: Nothing of the sort.

The CHAIRMAN: I do not consider the
remark offensgive,

Hon. Bir James Mitchell: I understood
that if a member made a remark that wus
considered offensive he wasg askzd to with-
draw it. T consider what he said offunsive,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURLE:
It must not be understood

Mr. Richardson: Is the Minister for
Agriculture in order in setting out lo
make a speech?

The CHATRMAN: The Minister is not
in order. The member for East Perth may
proceed.

Mr. HUGHES: I assure the Leader of
the Opposition that T had no desire to be
offengive, After 15 years in the civil ser-
vice T think I ean state what in my
opinion does exist, and I speak with eome
personal knowledge of just what it is to
be suspected of being a supporter of the
Labour Party and to work in the civil
gervice.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Anyhow, you
got on very well

Mr. HUGHES: T did not get that te
which I was entitled. I would have got
much less if one of yonr Ministers had
had his way.

The CHATRMAN : The hon.
must keep to the point.

Mr, HUGHES: I have heard a good deal
of complaint about the constitution of the
board. The Lahour Party have never had
a representative on it. No representative
of the Labour movement ever got on this
or any similar board.

And polities

member
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Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Well, you won’t
have me around at the Trades Hall when
you are appointing a board.

Mr. HUGHES: I am not objecting to
what the Leader of the Opposition did
when in power. My quarrel ijs that this
board was reappointed after the late Gov-
ernment knew that they had lost the con-
fidence of the people. In common decency
the lute Government should have waited
until the new Ministry took over office.
For the late Government io reappoint the
board was a violation of our constitutional
system. As reasonable men and women,
the members of the board should resigc
and Jeave it to the nmew Minister to re-
appoint them or to appoint their succes-
sors. I am protesting, not againat any-
thing the board has done, but against the
violation of our conatitutiomal rights.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The hon.
member does not object to the amount
placed on the Estimates, but merely to the
method by which the board was appointed.
It is the right board and the right sum of
money, but the appointment of the board
was made by the wrong Government.
‘Was ever anything so ridiculous heard
before?

Mr. Hughes: You always fix up your
frienda with appointments.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Of course
it iz of no use my protesting against such
remarks. However, I have never made an
appointment, except on suitability.

Mr. Hughes: You have appointed your
own friends; fhere was the Attorney
General.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : I ean
understand that the member for East
Perth might have friends not fif for
appointment to responsible positions. The
board were appointed in a perfectly con-
stitutional way, so I do nof see what the
hon. member has to object to. He does not
even seem to know for what purpose the
board was appointed. It was appointed,
not so much to look after the finances as
to give the inmates an opportunity to
approach somebody other than the officials
of the jinstitution, and to give the friends
and relatives of the inmates some sense of
security. The board was appointed on the
recommendation of a select committes of
this House. The most suitable people have
been appointed. I do not know whether
they all vote for the Nationalist Party
or not. TIn any case, the political views
of members of the board shonld not influ-
ence ug in the making of provision for the
board.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.%0 p.m.
Mr. SAMPSON: T regret that the mem-

ber for East Perth has moved to strike out
the item, The board are sympathetic and
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thorough and are doing good work, When
I was Colonial Seeretary I visited the hos-
pital.on various occasions, particularly when
sports gatherings were being held, and I
noticed that members of the board were
always present, mingling with the patients
and noting what was going on. That indi-
cated a commendable enthusiasm for their
duty. The board have many duties to per-
form, At least once a month they must
vigit the institution and inspeet every part
of it, see every patient, inspect and con-
sider the orders and certificates relating to
patients, and other things set out in See-
tion 95 of tha Act. The board are actuated
by humanitarian motives and not by the
desire to secure the fees. One one occasion
the fees were paid to the after-care com-
mittee, on which are some representatives
of the board.

Mr, Hughes: When did you reappoint
them?

Mr,
hand.

Mr. Bughes: Was it before or after the
¢lections?

Mr. SAMPSON: It is regrettable if this
is to be made a political question. The
only question is whether the hoard are es-
sential and are doing their duty. I main-
tain they are. The board comsist of Dr.
Birmingham {Chairman), Dr. McWhae, Mr.
Weir, Mr, Darbyshire, and Mrs, Casson, I
have always regarded Mrs. Casson as a
Labour ref resentative,

Mr. Hughes: Do not try to put that over
us.

Mr. SAMPSON: Certainly it should not
enter inte the question. She is a splendid
worker on the board as well as on the after-
care committee, T am informed that Mr.
Weir has resigned, This will necessitate
another appointment being made, and in
making that appointment I feel sure the
Government will do what is right and in
the interests of the patients.

SAMPSON: I cannot answer off-

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: I quite under-
stand that the after-care committee is doing
valeable work and is necessary te cope
with the special difficulties attending pati-
ents on their lenving the institution. That,
however, it totally apart from the admin-
istration of the imstitution. The hoard of
visitors is appointed direetly in connection
with the administration of the institution.
T thought T made it clear that I was not
eoncerned about the personnel of the hoard.
T did not want to be informed of the quali-
fications of members of the hoard. The
administration of the institution has re-
eeived more concentrated adverse eritigism
than that of any other institution. ' The
eriticism has been consistent for years and
during the whele time we have had the
hoard of visitors. Jf the board was of any
value from an administrative point of view,
it would have proved of assistance to the
administration and obviated the -ecritieism
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levelled against the institution. The board
is evidently of no value. To secure reform
it is better to have the administration eon-
centrated as much as possible. The In-
speetor General should be responsible direct
to the Minister, and the Minister in turn to
Parliament.

The Minister for Lands: The members of
the board of visitors are not buffers. They
have nothing to do with the administration.

Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: Then why have
them there? I would not mind so much if
the criticism had not demonstrated that the
inmates had just cause to complain,

Mr. Latham: There have been mo eom-
plaints in recent years,

Hon. W. D, JOHNSON: We have had
Royal Commissions and there have been
newspaper confroversies in recent times, and
the eriticism has had referemnece to the in-
mates, T have read over and over again
of the discontent of the staff.

Mr. Griffiths: A good deal of that was
arousedl in this Chamber,

Hon. W, D, JOHNSOX: That strength-
ens my argument that discontent exists. If
the members of the board have nothing to
do with the administration, but are therc to
look after the interests of inmates and em-
ployees, they have failed. T cannot see that
the board is necessary, and T am satisfied
we should get bhetter results—certainly we
could not get worse—by abolishing the
board. When £625 is involved, it is as
well to effeet eeomomy. T could tell the
Government many directions in which the
£625 could be better expended.

My, GRIFFITHS: Before the board was
constituted, the great outery in the Cham-
ber was that the Tnspector General was tco
auntoneratie, and that there was no appeal
from his decisions; in short that he ruled
the roost. The board of visitors was ap-
pointed as an appeal board in the event
of trouble occurring. Tiseful work has
been dome by the board.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: And there has
not heen much eriticism of it.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: No. A good deal of
the alleged trouble with the staff originated
in thig Chamber. T do not understand ail
this feeling. If it is dve to party spirit,
T hope it wi]l be cut out.

Mr, HUGHES: The Leader of the Op-
position did not reply to my statement. I
am mnot concerned about the conduct of the
board or its personnel. A retiring Ministry
ought to exercise certain decencies. Tt is
not usual for a Ministry, when they know
they have lost the confidence of the people,
to make a number of appointments. The
late Government, however, appointed these
people, who were hostile to thig side of the
House, and were disliked by it. The mem-
ber for Northam says he did not know what
the rolitieal thoughts were of the people he
had appointed. It is strange that all those
who have been appointed to positions con-
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nected with the serviece during the last
seven or cight years were not opposed to
the Government then in office. The member
for Swan ia talking humhug when he speaks
of Mrs. Casson as a member of the Labour
Party.

Mr. Taylor: Is she opposed to Labour?

Mr. HUGHES: I think she went the way
of the hon, member in the hour of erisis.

Mr. Richardson: It was the hour of
crisis for the Empire.

AMr. HUGHES: A lot of people remained
here who talked about the Empire.

Mr. Taylor: I did not miss you.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

AMr. HUGHES: I was honest cnough to
say where I stood.

The CHATRMAN: Order! That has no-
thing to do with the question before the
Chair,

Mr. Davy: You took a military joh.

Mr, HUGHES: That is untrue, and 1
ask for a withdrawal.

The CHAIRMAN: I did not hear the
remark,

Mr. HUGHES: The hon. member has
made o delil.crately false statement.

Mr. Davy: I object to that.

Mr. HUGHES: He ought to be manly
enough to withdraw it.

Mr. CHAIRMAN: I did not hear it.

Mr. HUGHES: He said T had a military
job. In saying that he has deliberately
made a false statement.

Mr. Davy: 1 ask that that statement
be withdrawn,

AMr. Mann: Quite right.

Mr., HUGHES: I ask the member for
West Perth to withdraw his remark.

The CHATRMAN: I ask you two with-
draw what you said.

Mr. HUGHES: T am not prepared to al-
low the hon. member to make a false state-
ment, and then claim the protection of the
Chair. :

The CHATRMAN: T ask you to withdraw
the statement that the member for West
Perth has made a deliberately false state-
ment. I consider that is offensive.

Mr, HUGHES: I withdraw the state.
ment, but I azk the member for West Perth
to withdraw the false statemeat he made
concerning me.

Mr. Latham: TYou c¢an contradiet it.
There is nothing objectionable about it.

Mr. HUGHES: It is untrue.

Mr, Davy: I aceept that.

Mr. HUGHFS: Then let the hon. mem-
ker withdraw it.

Mr., Davy: If you say my statement is
untrue I aeccept that.

Mr, Taylor: That is a withdrawal,

Mr. HUGHES: It is not a very manly
one, I did expect him to be manly enough
te withdraw the statement when he is told
it is a mistake.

Mr, Davy: T have not made a mistake.

The CHATRMAN: Order! We are deal-
ing with the amendment.



1588

Mr. HUGHES: I am sorry the hon. mem-
ber has not the courage to tell the truth.
The CHATRMAN; Order!

Mr. HUGHES: ff this item is struck out
the board need not give up its work. The
Committee oupht to stand up for the rights
of the incoming Government. There would
have been a terrible outery if the Labour
Government, on relinguishing office, bad
fixed up all their friends.

Hon. Sir Jameés Mitehell: I wisk I could
have fixed up all my friends, I would have
provided an appeintment for you.

Mr. HUGHES: The hop. member pro-
vided for a good many, all that be could.

The CHAIRMAN: I ask the hon, member
to deal with the subject matter under dis-
eussion. .

Mr. HUGHES: In common decency the
retiring Ministry should not have usurped
the funections of the incoming. Government.
They were 80 lacking in commor decency
as to appoint their own friends to this
board, and the incoming Government should
revoke the appointments. Parliament ought
to show its disapproval of such conduct by
striking out this item.

Mr, Latham: Would you ask them to
work for nothing?

Mr. HUGHES: T ask them to resign, and
right the wrong the late Government did.

Mr. Latham: They would be fools if they
took any notice of you.

Mr. HUGHES: The board ought to re-
sign now.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: You have said
that forty times.

Mr. HUGHES: The late Govermment had.

no right to appoint them. Most members
of the board make their living in other ways,
and should not require any additional fees.
If they are so keen on the work they should
do it for nothing. ’

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: It is a
cowardly thing for any member to call upon
thiz board to resign.

Mr. Hughes: It was a cowardly thing for
you to appoint it.

Hon. 8Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If the
members of the board are unsuitable, that is
a matter for the Government to deal with.
Bhould those men who were appointed to
the Reilway Department by a National Gov-
ernment be called upon to resign herause
of that fact? Thousands of men were ap-
pointed by my Government who are con-
nected with the Labour movement.

Mr. Hughes: But the plums were given
after the election.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The sug-
gestion is a ridiculons one. The hon. mem.
ber has the grace to say tbat the members
of this board are suitable.

Mr. Hughes: T am dealing with the action
of your colleagues.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: He said
they ought to go because they were np-
pointed by a National Government.
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Mr. Hughes: Which had lost the confi-
Wence of the peaple,

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We left
office as soon as we khew the position, The
Labour Government, however, held office for
seven wonths after their defeat, and made
appointments Lalore.

Mr. Hoghes: Which Labour Government?

Hon. 8ir JAMES MIT{ HELL: The last
one, It would be ridieulous to say that all
those appointments had been made illegally.
We have now had our lesson in decency
from the hon. member. I do not kmow
whether the board will appreeiate the lesson,
If they remember the teacher, I am afraid
they will not take much notice of it, I hope
it there is a division that only two mem-
bers, the mover and the seconder of the
amendment, will be found voting for it.
We ought to show that the board has our
vonfidence, and that we in no way endorse
the staiements that have been made against
it.

Mr. TAYLOR: While formerly there was
great disturbance and argument in the Press
as to the Claremont institution, latterly
there has been quiet. The bLoard have never
been criticised adversely. Surely the Min-
ister controlling the department ecan be
trusted. I am surprised that supporters of
the Government have not confidence in their
Government’s administration during the last
six months. T am acquainted swith several
members of the board, and know them to be
capable of good and conscientious work.

Mr. HUGHES: I {id not desire to dis
¢uss the board, but T must remind the last
speaker that after an officer of the Clare-
mont institution had been proved to have
accepted frozen meat for fresh, and to have
allowed that frozen meat to be paid for as
fresh, thus defrauding both the Government
and the helpless patients, and that after the
officer in question had been dismissed——

The CHAIRMAN: Are the board con-
cerned with that?t

Mr. HUGHES: Certainly, The hoard
keld an inquiry and reinstated the officer.
A select committee comprising members of
both gides of this Chamber found the man
guilty of such conduet, but the board of
vigitors reinstated him.

Mr. Sampson: What nonsenssl

Mr. HUGHES: The board did that, and
so there is a good case against the board.
I strongly auapect that the Claremont meat
scandal was made a political matter. The
statutory funciions of the board include the
giving of instructions to the Inspector Gen-
cral as to the management of the institution,
otherwise than in regard to the medieal
treatment of patients, but subjeet to rezula-
tions. It was the board’s duty to give in.
structions to the Inspector General regard-
ing this fraudulent officer,  However, the
board made no inquiry into the truth or
otherwise of the allegations; they left that
to be done by a select committee of this
House. The board sent an insulting answer
through the Mipister; but the responsibility
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in that regard lies with the Minister, who
had no right to read the board’s answer
herc. Further, the board are directed to
make from time to time reports to the Min-
ister eoncerning the management of the in-
stitution and tle observance of the regula-
tions for the welfare and conduct of the
patients, and to make recommendations with
regard to the management of the institution,
the amendment of the regulations, and so on.
Is it not an important question of manage-
ment when the Government are paying the
price of fresh meat for frozem and when
the patients are being supplied with frozen
meat instead of fresh? Morcover, the pa-
tients got offal in their gravy beef, The
board of visitors sat as an appeal board
and reinstated the officer.  Such a board
ought not te function longer.

Mr. Latham: When was this man rein-
stated?

Mr. HUGHES: I eannot give the exact
date.

Mr. Latham: The new Minister must

have reinstated him.

The Minister for Lands: The Minister
had no power to do so. The board are an
appeal board under the Act.

Mr. Mann: But the board could only
recommend reinstatement; they econld not
actually reinstate.

Mr. HUGHES: I believe that when an
official appeals to the board, the board’s
finding stands, and tbe Minister has no
power to vary it.

Mr, Sampson: You don’t charge the late
Government with neglect, do you?

Mr., HUGHES: I do. Has the hon.
member forgotten the charges made against
him in relation to the Claremont meat scan-
dal! The scleet conmittee found the hon,
member guilty of neglect, and of mislend-
ing this House.

The CHATRMAXN: T think we are get-
ting a little away from the board’s fune-
tions.

Mr. HUGHES: It is all wrapped up in
the select committee’s findings.

The CHATRMAN: We are on the board
now, not on the select commmittee.

Mr. HUGHES ; The reinstatement
savoured very much of political influence.

Mr. Sampson: To whom did the reeom-
mendation for reinstatement go?

Mr. HUGHES: The members of the
board were appointed unconstitutionally, and
they ought to resign. .

Mr, Latham: How unconstitutionally?

Mr. HUGHES: They were appointed by
a (Government that had lost the confidence
of the people.

Mr. WITHERS: Before deciding how to
vote on the amendment, will the Minister
inform the (Committee whether the board
is nmecessary!

The Minister for Lands: We must have
4 hoard.

Mr. WITHERS: Will the striking out
of the item mean the wiping out of the
board? If there is any mecessity for the
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board, I do not know that we would be
justified in taking any such aetion.

Hon, 8, W, MUNSBIE: I believe that
provision for a board of visitors is essen-
tial in the interests of the institution and
of the inmates. 1f the item is struck out,
we may find some kind-hearted people who
will carry out the duties of the beard
withgut remuneration.

Mr. Latham: But you would have mno
coatrol over them,

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: I guestion whether
we would get the right sort of people to
act on such a board, and also the desir-
ability of baving a beard exercising the
necessary functions under such conditions.
Until it was decided to appoint the board,
the general outery was that the Inspector
Geperal was an autocrat who could do
what he liked regarding patients or em-
ployees. The right of appeal under such
circumstances meant an appeal from Cmsar
to Cmsar. The Government of the day
held that that was wreng in principle and
appointed an oflicial board of visitors who
were constituted 2 hoard of appeal for ajl
coneerned,

The Minister for Lands: That was done
on the recommendation of a seleet com-
mittee.

Hon. S, W, MUNSIE: That 1s so. If
there was any blame attachable to fhe
board regarding the reinstatement of the
man who was dismissed from his employ-
ment at the Hospital for the Insane, equal
blame attached to the Government for
placing the board in an invidious pesition,
What bappened was that the select com-
mittee found that frozen meat had been
delivered and accepted, instead of fresh
meat. The select committee did not fingd
anvone guilty, nor did thev recommend
the dismissal of anvone. That was not
their business. Tbey simply had to find
whether frozen meat instead of fresh meat
had been delivered at the institution. Tt
was up to the Government to take action,
and they did so. They sacked ome man
and then withdrew the notice of dismissal.

Mr. Sampson: Who did?

Hon. 8. W, MUNSIE: You did.

Mr. Sampson: You are wroag.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: I know I am
right. .

Hen. Sir James Mitchell: Is that on the
file?

FHon. 8, W, AMUNSIE: Ves. The Gov-
erament withdrew the notice of dismissal
and issued a fresh one under the Lunacy
Act, thus giving the man the right of
appeal to the board.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: T suppose that
was onlv g fair thing,

Hon, 8 W, MUNSIE: Tt was not a fair
thing to the board, That is what T take
exeeption to. After all the adverse state-
ments that had beer made during the two
months prior to that time, and bearing in-
mind that the board of visitors were ex-
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pected to look after the general interests
and management of the institution, was it
reasonable to expect the board to say that
the accusations agaipst the man were
correct ! If those accusations were re-
garded as correet by the board, the mem-
bers of that body must have admitted
their own neglect. Of course they re-
instated the man, In my opinion the Gov-
ernment were wrong in placing the hoard
in such a position.

Mr, Teesdale: Then yor support the
member for East Perth?

Hon, 8. W. MUNSIE: No. I contend
that if there was any blame attachable
to the board, there waa equal blame
attachable to the Government,

Mr. Sampson : But the Act controlled
the situation.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSBIE: No. You did
what you should have done, but then with-
drew the notice of dismissal and issued a
fresh one.

Mr. Sampson: On the advice of the
Crown Law Department,

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: I have had advice
on different occasions but if I thought T
was right, I stuck to my decision. The
Minister who did not adopt that attitude
would not be fit for his position.

Mr. Taylor: Never mind who gives the
advice, the Crown Law Department or
anyone else!

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: Yes, unless a legal
point was involved.

Mr. Sampson: And this was a legal
point,

Hon. 8, W, MUNSIE: If it is a matter
for the application of ordinary common
sense, [ will use my own judgment. I hope
the Committee will realise that a board of
some description is essential. The member
for Guildford zaid that the fact that there
had becn trouble at the institution all the
time, proved that the board was unseless,
All the membera of the board ean do is to
make recommendations and it is optional
with the Minister as to whether those recom-
mendations are carried out, The board have
no power to enforee their recommendations,

Mr. BAMPSON. Regarding the alleged
supply of frozen meat to the Claremont
Hospital for the Imsane——

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: There was no
‘“alleged’’ about it.

Mr. SAMPSON: VYes, there was. On
receipt of the report of the seleet eom-
mittee, the Government took action and
an cmplovee at the Hogpital for the In-
sane, and one at the Old Men’s Home,
were peremptorily dismissed, The Gov-
ernment alse decided to blacklist the
buteher who was said to have supplied the
frozen meat. Some diffieulty was experi-
enced in arriving ot a decision, partly be-
canse of the evidence submitted to the
select committee. T referred to that
matter in the House at the time, and
pointed out that the evidence given hy
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Mr. Munsie, M.L.A.,, was of a contradic-
tory nature. I deseribed the evidence as
very sloppy ard unconvincing. The evi-
dence was submitted to the Crown Law
Department. We found we could not dis-
miss one man without dismissing the
other, and as one man was protected by
the Lunacy Act, which set out that his
services could not be dispensed with with-
out the right of appeal to the board, he
was reinstated, together with the other
man. Whether the decision regarding the
butcher who was blacklisted was revoked,
[ cannot say.

Mr. Hughes: He is back again under
anotler name.

Mr. SAMPSON: At any rate, the Crown
Law Department expressed the opinion
that the course I have indicated should
he followed and that was done.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. .. .. 6
Noes .. .. .. 30
Majority agninst .. 24
AYES.
Mr. Coverley Mr. Marshall
Mr. Hughes Mr, Sleeman
Mr. Latham Mr. W. D. Johoson
\ . {Teller.)
Noes,
Mr. Angwin Mr. McCallum
Mr. Barnard Mr, Milllngton
Mr., Brown Sjr James Mitchell
Mr. Chesson Mr. Munsle
M¢r, Clydesrdale Mr. Richardson
Mr. Corbay Mr. Sampson
Mr. Cunpingham Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Davy Mr. Tarlor
Mr. Grifiiths Mr. Teesdala
Mr. Heron Mr. Tro¥
Mr., Kennedy Mr. A. Wansbrough
Mr. Lambert Mr. C. P. Wansbrough
Mr, Latham Mr. Willeock
Mr. Lindsay Mr. Withers
Mr. Maan Mr. Wlilson
(Teller.)

Amendment thus nepatived.
Vote put and passed.
Fote, Observatory, £1,587:

Mr. LAMBERT: The keeping up of an
observatory is not a State function; rather
is it for the National GGovernment. Many
people confuse the functions of the Observa-
tory with those of the Meteorological Branch
of the Commonwealth, a branch performing
very useful serviece for the general commun-
ity, as in the getting out of weather re.
ports.

Mr, Taylor: They were not very accuraie
during show week.

Mr. LAMBERT: No, but generally speak-
ing, the functions of that branch are very
useful, In a young State like Western Ans-
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tralia it is an anomaly to be maintaining
on ohservatory when we cannot afford to ap-
point an agricul{ural chemist for the scien-
tific guidance of ovur primary producers.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Why did we
establish the Observatory?

Mr. LAMBERT: I do not know, but 1
am going to use every effort to seg that the
expenditure involved is discontinued.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You cannot dis-
pose of the Observatory, so it is of bo mse
trying.

Mr, LAMBERT: Nevertheless I am go-
ing to try. Some time ago the Perth Ob-
servatory was employed cataloguing the
stars, a world-wide work shared by all the
observatories. But after 11 years it was
found that the telescope at the Perth Ob-
servatory had been focussed or a wrong area
of the heavens, that the Perth Observatory
had heen -cataloguing atars allocated to
some other observatory. So the work
done by our Observatory over a period
of 11 years wag useless. If the Perth Ob-
servatory is to he continued, it mrst be as a
Federal responsibility. If the Observatory
were discontinued to-morrow it would hurt
nobody in Western Australia. T hope my
remarks will appeal to the practical sense of
members. We can better spend this £1,500
in getting some world-renowned agriewnltural
or mining chemist who would be of soms
service to the State. The site is a heautiful
one, and would lend itself to a bureau of
agricultural information, which wonld grow
in importance and necessity as the State ad-
vanced. )

Hon, 5. W, MUNSIE: T hope the Com-
mittee will not strike out this vote. Some
¥years ago a similar motion was moved, and
the member for Kanowna made an eloquent
epeech in favour of the retention of this in-
stitation. I am sure there are sufficient old
members present to recollect that speech and
leave the vote as it is. It should not be
struek out because of the work the Observa-
tory does in observing the tides along the
coast of the North-West. No other institu-
tion in thig State informs the shipping up-
on this matter. It has been of especial
value to the State Shipping Service, and
during the last year has saved them hun-
dreds of pounds.

Mr. Hughes:
£137'7 refer?

Hon. 8, W. MUNSIE: T have not the in-
formation.

Mr. LAMBERT: I am surprised at the
opposition of the Honorary Minister to the
striking out of this vote. Anyone who has
the slightest regard for the finances of the
State and realises the oblipations of the
Federal Govermment towards it, and how
Western Amnstralia is being starved and is
having everything taken from it, must see
the wisdom of etriking out this vote. No
other State in the Commonwealth is keeping
up what is called, for the sake of respecta-

To what doea ‘‘arrears,
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bility, an Observatory, The report concern-
ing it would not do justice to a first stand-
ard child. It talks about giving children
peeps through the telescope. And yet the
Honorary Minister stresses the importanece
of the institution.

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: I did nof stress its
importance from that point of view,

My, LAMBERT: It is absurd to say that
shipping benefits by the information issued
from the Observatory. The Govermment As-
tronomer was agked to catalogue a portion
of the sky. He got astray with his telesecope,
and mixed wp Mars with some other star.
It we have any money to gpend on scientific
work, let us do semething to assist those
people in the backblocka who are trying to
develop the State. The Observatory is &
stupid and spectacular institation, Surely
we can exist without its useless serviees.
T thought the Treasurer had assured us that
all such things would he cut out.

Hon. ®ir James Mitehell: T do not con-
sider this is a useless institntion,

Mr. LAMBERT: It should be taken over
by the Federal (Government. No wonder
this State gets a damn poor deal from the
Commonwealth. 1t is sickening to hear
members excusing the Federal people for
not carrying out their functions. In being
asked to pay for the maintenance of this
institution, the people of the State are being
robhed. It is of no use and should be
akolighed.

Vote put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes .. .. .28
Noes .. .. 1
Majority for .. 23
AYES.
Mr. Angwin Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Barnard Mr. Munste
Mr. Brown Mr. Richardson
Mr. Clydesdale Mr. Sampson
Mr, Corboy Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Coverley Mr. J. H, Smith
Mr, Cunniogham Mr. Taylor
Mr. Davy Mr. Teesdale
Mr, Heron Mr. Troy
Mr. Hughes Mr. A. Wansbrough
Mr. Lamond Mr. C. P. Wansbrough
Mr. Lindsay Mr. Willcock
Mr. Maun Mr. Wilson
Mr. Marshall (Teller.)
Mr. Millington
Nonss,

Mr, Chesson Mr. Withers
Mr. Grifithe Mr, Latham
Mr, Lambdert {Teller.)

Vote thus passed.

Votes—State Children and Outdoor Re-
lief, £91,690; State Ldbour Burean, £2,308
—agreed to.
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Fote—Minister for Education, £59£,804:

Hon. 5. W. MUXNSIE (Honorary Minis-
ter) [9.2]: Every member realises that this
is an ever-increasing vote. The net in-
crease for the current year is some £12,000.
The cost per head of population for actual
school requirements is £1 11s. 4d., but when
the amount spent by the Public Works De-
part in the build@ing of sehools is taken into
coopsideration, together with the grants to
the TUniversity, the Sehool of Mines, and
the Aborigines’ School, the cost per head
rises to £1 16s. Although the amount speut
on eduocation, £592,894, is an immense one
for so small a population as that of West-
ern Anstralia, still our eost per head of
population is less than that of any other
Australian State or any other British do-
minion, The reagon for the comparatively
high eost of our education system is largely
the scattered naturc of the population. The
Education Department estimate that the
expense to the community of maintaining
small eouutry schools averages about three
times as much per pupil as the teaching of
children in thickly populated eentres, which
mean large schools. The only new expendi-
ture contemplated during the current year
is the opening of new primary sehools where
the numbers of childrer justify that eourse,
and the opening of the Albany High Sehool,
for which the building is just finigshed, It
iz not possible in the present state of the
finanees to provide for any expansion of
continnation classes or tecehnical schools,
nor tor any additional work in manual
training and domestic science. The in-
crease in expenditure is due mainly to the
number of new schools opened. The salary
item for primary schools shows an inerease
of £12,305 this year. On the group settle-
ments 37 schools, serving 62 groups, are
already ovnen; and 26 wmore have been aunth-
orised. Apart from the additional expense
occasioned hy new schools, there is the addi-
tional expense due to decrease in the num-
ber of unclassified teachers. A staff with
better qualifications means n staff with
higher pay. Provision has to be made for
training more teachers to meet the needs
of the inereased number of schools and
stholars.  This accounts for about £800.
The opening of the Albany high sehool this
vear is responsible for an inerease of about
£2400. The school of agriewlture at Nar-
rogin shows an increased expenditure of
nearly £600, dune te the larger number of
students. and also due to the need for some
new machinery, About two-thirds of the
incidental vote for this achnol comes back
in revenue from fees and from sale of pro-
duce. T am indeed pleased to cbserve the
necessity for increased expenditure at the
Narrogin srlinol, sinee it shows conclusively
that the sehool has justified itself, and that
the young people of the country districts
are taking an interest in it,

Mr. Lathain: The only trouble is that the
schogl is not big enough to meet the re-
quirements,
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Hon, 8. W. MUNSIE: Probably not;
but presently we shalli get the agricultural
college established, and then T hape the
Narrogin school will be relieved by the
transfer from it to the agricultural col-
lege of the older pupils, The salaried sec-
tion of these Estimates show an inerease
of £14,918, whilst eontingencies show a de-
crease of £2,572, leaving a nett increase of
£12,000 in the total vote for this year. A
Minister introducing the Education Vote
could probably speak for hours on the use-
fulness of education, and on the many bene-
fits to be derived from a perfect system of
education. I do not intend to do that
to-night. In conclusion, let me say that
relatively to our population and the length
of our existence as a self-governing com-
munity, we have.reason to be proud of the
education system of Western Australia. I
believe that we are as up-to-date as any of
the Fastern States, and that we are further
advanced than many other countries, in
point of education, I trust hon, members
will rececive these Estimates generously.
Although the department find themselves
unable to do all they would like to do dur-
ing the current year, yet I do mot doubt
members are satisfied that the Minister
controlling education is endeavouring to do
everything possible for the advancement of
our children. I submit the Estimates.

Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) [9.9]: To every
member representing a eountry or a gold-
fields or other outback district, this vote is
one of deep concern, I have carefully read the
latest report of the Xducation Department
and am indeed pleased to note the improve-
ment which has taken place in the training
of teachers who are sent out to the country
districts. When T was last in this Chamber,
T repeatedly voiced a protest against the
class of teacher sent into the country, on
the score of such teacher’s lack of train-
ing. Frequently the teacher had had only
six months in the Training College at Clare-
mont before being given charge of a school,
The teachers who were given a eourse of 12
months or two years at the college were sent
to the large schools in the eity., T argued
that those who had the lomger period of
training shonld be sent to country schools,
and that their promotion should depend on
the results they obtained there. The Diree-
tor of Education now states that the diffi-
culty is to find a sufficient number of teach-
ers for the country diatriets, 1t appears
that while the Training College turns out
about 2100 teachers annually, the losses by
superannvation and resignation amount to
ahovt 132 anvually, T observe that it i
praposed to make arrangements this year to
train three groups of short-conrse studeats,
instend of two as formerly. Short courses
in manual anr domestic training are also
desiralle for teachers to he sept to country
schools, The Director of Education points
out the rapid growth of sehools on group
cettlements. There appears to be a short-
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age of teachers, and aiso a shortage of eash.
[ feel sure members representing districts
that contain group settlements will not take
umhrage when 1 say that other members
from outback are always told that no money
is available when they apply for additional
school facilities It is not right that other
country distriets should be starved for the
sake of the group settlements.

The Minister for Lands: The children on
group settlements are children just the same
as those in any other part of the State.

Mr. GRIFPITHR: That is perfectly true.
One member, 1 understand, is asking for 30
schouls to be established on pgroup settle-
ments, The granting of schools in  this
wholesale faghion makes one wonder whether
our outback country districts will get a fair
deal. .\ pleasant feature of our edueational
system 1s the consolidation of schools, which
1 advorated here years ago. I am delighted
to observe the success which has attended con-
solidation at, for cxample, Toodyay. TIn
gome districts consolidation has not proved
2 success, becavse it has been applied only
in part. Ou 1he subjeet of conselidated
gchools, the Director, in his report, says—

These schools, which are very numerous
in our large oand sparscly-settled State,
form one of the most difficult of the de-
partment’s problems.  They are necea-
sarily very exjensive. Tach child in them
costs the department far more than a
city child, but it is difficult io secure as
high a standard of edneation as is de-
gired, when all suhjects have to be taught
to all classes by a single teacher.

The amalgamation of several small
schools into ome larger school will be an
advantage if the numbers within a reas-
onable distance are sufficient to form a
sehool that will require more than one
teacher, Unfortunately, over the greater
part of the country, these conditions do
not exist. The distances are too great,
and the houses too widely scattered, to
make it possible 10 arrange to drive the
chilidren te a common centre,

Where there is a fairly large country
school in cxistence, it is sometimes found
possible to ¢lose a small school some miles
away and to drive the children to a larger
school. Driving contracts are now in ex-
istence for bringing children in to such
centres a3 Toodyay, Donnyhrook, Harvey,
Mundijong and Wanneroo,  Other pro-
posals are now roder consideration, There
ia often a pocd deal of reluctnnce to be
overcome: many narents are unwilling
at first to adont the new scheme.  The
Parents and Citizens® Assncintion in the
larger centre hag, in some instnances, done
excellent work in rersunding the surronnd-
ing people of the advantages of the larger
scheol. No donbt the number of these
* consalidated’’ sehools will grow year by
vear.

The idea of these consclidated schools has,
I believe, Teon token from a look in the
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Parliamentary  Library, entitled *‘‘The
Erewn Mouse,’' which refers to the success
of this form of cducation. When speaking
to the member for the provimee in which
Toodyay is situated, I asked about the re-
sults from speecial rural schools, and was in-
formed that Toodyay was a speeial rural
school as well as a consolidated sehool, 1
prersonally saw the samples of work done at
that school, and was delighted with them.
Jn the Teodyay school I saw the realisation
of an idea which I had advocated bere. The
gelect committee to which the Honorary Min-
ister referred last night visited the Parker-
ville sehool, and saw something of the work
being done there. I understand that a pro-
fitable sideline at Parkerville is the rearing
of pigs. At Moora, Dongarra, and other
country centres the parents and citizens’
associations have arranged for speeial exhi-
bitions of the work donec by the various
schools i the distriets. In the TUnited
States and Canada the same sort of idea
has been brought to fruition through the
operation of boys’ and girls’ school elubas.
These activities do not interfere with the
education of the children beeause mueh of
the work is done during playtime. I notice
that the driving allowance, which is paid
for transporting children to country schools,
represents £11,000, which is a fairly large
item. The allowance is to be reduced by
2d. per day. That appears to he a paltry
amount. Is it intended to reduce the
deficit by this means?

Hon, S. W. Munsie: It represents ap-
proximately £3,000 a year.

Mr., GRIFFITHS: Merredin is growing
rapidly and is an important railway cenive.
The residents there are asking for the es-
tablishment of a high sehool and they point
out that the town is favourably sitnated for
such a purpose.

The Minister for Laoinds: I hope here
will be no more high schools estabtishid
until we ecan provide more primary schoals,

Mr. GRIFFITHS: That is quite right.
At the same time, if the Government could
gee their way clear to establish a speeial
rural school at Merredin, it would be of
advantage, partienlarly in view of the fact
that we have a State farm there. Appar-
ently nothing hns been done regarding the
extension of manual work, At Doodlakine
and Kellerberrin manual training is carried
out under great difficulties, seeing that the
work is being dome in the passages of the
schoals. Promises have been made that
mannal rooms will be erected, but nothing
has heen dope, Requests made for small
works nf this deeeription are met by the
reply that ro funds arc available, yet one
member has informed me that he intends
agking for the establishment of 30 schools
in his district. When one hears of such
requests, one wonders whether adequate at-
tention will be given to the needs of other
country districte. T have often heard mem-
bers making fun of the - eorreapondence
elasses. T ean assure the Committee that
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those classes have proved beneficial to mnany
families in the outer country districts, par-
ticularly in the isolated parts where no edu-
cationnl facilities are available. The an-
nual report of the Education Department
shows that these classes deal with three dis-
tinet groups of children. The first group
consists of children living in isolated homes
and unable to reach any school. These were
the children for whom the classes were first
established. The second group consists of
children in small couniry schools who have
passed through Class VI, and wish to re-
main at school for a year or two years more.
The Director points out that it is very diffi-
cult for a single teacher in charge of all
clagses for infants upwards to pive these
advanced children adequate attentica. The
correspondence classes furnish Ffortnightly
papers to them ard thus enable those child-
ren, while still living at home, to obtain a
more advanced education than wag possivle
before. The third group consists of child-
ren who have left school but who wish to
carry on their studies in some particular
direction. There is no doubt the corre-
spondence classes are doing exeellent work,
The Director of Education makes anuther
peint in his report te which the attention of
the Committee may well be directed. He
refers to the employment of school ehildren
and says-—-

There is urgent need of legislation
whieh will prevent the improper employ-
ment of children of scbool age. It i use-
less te make education compulsory if
children can be employed in such a way
that their health is injured, and that they
cannot gain the benefit that the schools
should provide. During the year some
shocking cases have been brought under
the notice of the department. TUntil legis-
lation is passed, it is impossible to take
any effective action. Omne hoy aged 1235
starts delivering papers cvery morning at
3.43, finishing his round about 8.15, He
is naturally unfit for school. The medieal
officer states that his bealth is adversely
affected. His father and elder brother
are regularly employed in the Government
service.  Another boy, nged 13, rises every
marning at 2 o'clock and starts work on
a mitk ronnd, finishing ahout 7. After
sehoal he moes back to the dairy for an-
other hour’s work., Tt is found he is fre-
quently unable to do any work at echool
and the teachers allow him to sleep in his
desk. It is almost incredible that such
gross ill-treatment of children should be
legal in o civilised country.

The Minister for Lands: That is against
the law now.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: These statementa ap-
pear to he so startling that T consider it
right to bring them before the notice of
members. The Director procceds—

Tn England no child under 12 may he
employed at all. No child hetween 12 and

14 may be employed on a school day he-
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fore school hours, nor on a nen-school day
before 6 aum. or after 8 pm. In the
State of New York no child nnder 14 may
be employed in any oceupation whatever
during any part of the school term, even
on Saturdays or Sundays.  Surely our
children have a right to bave their school
days undisturbed by premature labour, im-
posed upon them for the sake of their
earnings., The existing state of affairs is
a seandal which ought to be removed.
The Director also refers to street trading
by school children and says—

Ancther matter which urgently needs
further legislation is street trading by
children. 'Fhis iy recognised everywhere
as demoralising and in many countries 1s
abgolutely illegal. In Western Australia
it is illegal for children under 12; child-
ren over 12, whether hoys or girls, may
engage in street trading if they obtain au
license.  Licensing provisions in other
parts of the world have proved a failure,
and it cannot be said that they are sue-
cessful here. The evidence of the de.
moralising tendenvy of street trading is
8o overwhelming that it ought to be made
absolutely illegal for children up to the
age of 15,

T wish to add my testimony to the fine work
done by parents and citizens’ associations
throughout the State, not only in fthe coun-
try districts but in the cities, One great
figure in this work is Mr. John Tucker of
the Thomas-street school, who has just re-
turned to Perth from England. The associa-
tion in eonnection with that school has been
an object lesson showing what can be done
by a parents and citizens’ associntion. The
association at Buckland Hill is another good
one.

The Minister for Lands:
fine organisation.

Mr. GRTIFFITHS: When passing a amall
country school on ane oceasion I noticed the
children sitting in the sun. Tt wos about
106 degrees in the shade and there was no
shelter at all, I spoke to some of the
parents and suggested the formation of a
parents and citizens’ assoeiation, They
formed one and held a busy bee, in order to
crect a shed for the children, Other im-
provements have been carried ont since then.
This is usually considered the chillren's age
in connection with edueation, and wonderful
facilities are provided for them. Cengider-
ing the difficulties the Education Depart-
has to contend with, great work is heing
carried ont, T hope the Minister will bhe
able to favourably congider the requests T
have made this evening.

That i3 a very

Mr. LINDBAY (Toodyav) [9.23]: This
vote is an important one. It is large nrim-
arilv becanse we have so many small schools
in the country districts. When speaking on
the Address-in-reply. I wvointed out that
every child should he afforded an opnav-
tunitv to receive a primary education he-
fore we consider spending money on frills
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and the provision of secondary, technical,
or university education. We should pro-
vide that kind of educatiom, and should not
be told that money is not available, I
endorse what the Minister said regarding
the Narrogin farm school. I have had praec-
tical experience of the usefulness of that
institution in affording youths an agrieul-
tural cducation. The school has been of
benefit to farmers themselves becaunse of the
winter courses. I attended ome eourse and
gained mueh kunowledge. It is a fine in-
gtitution, and I hope the Minister will be
able to extend those operations in the
future. As to the education of country
children, we have many small schools at-
tended by from 10 to 20 pupils, Teachers
who go to such schools have just left the
Claremont Training College, and, where
there are five or six classes to be dealt
with, the children canunot get the assist-
ance from those young teachers that is pos-
gible in the city schools. Having to travel
considerable distances, the children are
often tired when they get to school and
tired when they get home. These disabili-
ties are recogmised by people who go into
the country areas. They Enow that their
chiidren will suffer because of the abgsence
of proper educational facilities. Notwith-
gtanding what may be “said regarding the
correspondence classes, it is not always pos-
sible for mothers in the country areas to
give the necessary assistance to their child-
ren to make that work advantageous. For
my own part, I have had to brieg my child.
ren to the eity in order to give them a
primary education. 1Ii is -not available in
my district, The education given to coun.
try children in the cities is net suitable for
them in connection with their agricnltural
work. They require rural edueation. De-
cause of these disabilities, many of our
best settlers are leaving the country dis.
tricts and coming to the towns in order to
provide their children with an adequate
education. A few years ago, when I was
attending the Narrogin farm school, I put
before the Director of Education a pro-
posal which I considered would provide the
solution of these difficulties. Later I heard
Inspector Miles lecturing on rural educa-
tion in America. He must have thoupht
my proposition a good idea, My idea was
that in certain sclected country eentres the
Government should set up school loestels
where children coming from beyond the
three-mile radius could be accommodated.
The immediate resnlt would he larger
schools and, consequently, a better class of
education, Binee nearly half our popula-
tion are earning their living or intend to
earn their living by agriculture, it is clear
that the roral education provided for our
children i3 not nearly as complete as it
ought to be. Wea often hear it said that
2 great deal of momey is being spent an
education in Western Australia. - Yet the
report of the Directnr of Education ghows
that whereas in London the cost per child
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in average attendance at primary schools is
£14 3s. per annum, the eost in Western
Australia is only £10 17s. 4d. It is very
surprising to me. The inescapable infer.
chee is that we are not doing as much as
we should for the education of our echild-
Ten.

The Minister for Lands: We can get
over that by increased tazation.

Mr. LINDSAY: If I were in power, prob-
ably that course would be adopted, e
require to see that our children are pro-
perly educated.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: And we are going
a fair way towards that consummation.

My, LINDSAY: But not so far as other
vountries are going.

Mr, Teesdale: We may yet be going too
far.

Mr, LINDSAY: The other day, in answer
to questions, the Minister {old us the driv-
ing allowanee for children living beyond the
three-mile radivs had been reduced from Gd.
to 4d., and that the reduced amount was
considered adeguate. The Minister gave us
no reason for that opinion. Why should
this driving allowance have been reduced!
School children in the tity are earried at
a reduced fee on the trams, and sehool
children living along a railway line are
carriedl on the railway free. The driving
allowance of Gd. lias been in vogue for many
years, and T am astounded that it should
have been left for the Labour Government
to reduce it from 6d. to 4d. I may
be told that the system bas been abused,
that parents who ean afford to do without
the allowanee are nevertheless drawing it.
But in the first place the allowance was
granted, not as a charity, but as a right,

The Minister for Mines: Who drove yon
to schoel as a boy?

Mr, LINDSAY: In my boyhood I did
not go to school at all. However, that is
not the point. The children living heyond
the three-mile radius have just as much
right to be educated as have those living
in the city or those living along a railway.
The allowance of G6d. has been paid by
successive Governments for many years
past, and I am very sorry the Labour Gov-
ernment should bave seen fit to reduce it.
The Director of Education in his report
shows that 31 new schools were opened
and staffed during 1923. T take it the
increase in 1924 will not be less. 'The
group settlements must have their schools;
indeed they are heing erected now. Thae
necessary money must be found, for we
cannot bring children cut to this country
and then deprive them of their education.
Some country centres are deplorably
neglected. I have here a letter, dated 14th
September, 1922, notifying that the Min-
ister had approved of a school at Mucken-
budden, and that the Works Department
had been instructed to erect the sehool as
early as possible. It is a sad commentary
that that school has vot yet been erected.
Here is the explanation: The people at
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that c¢entre put up the necessary money
and built a small agrieultural hall. The
immediate result was that they were
penalised in respect of the schoot build-
ing, the Edueation Department setting up
the school in the agrieultural hall, a most
unsuitable structure, especially durtng the
winter months. The Dircctor of Educa-
tion in his report states that money will
be provided to train teachers in  rural
education, 1 believe we have only just
touched the fringe of our agricultural
development. One of the things we re-
quire to attend to is the keeping of the
agricultural population that we have. Just
as soon as a man begins to get some return
from his farm he senls his children to
the city for better cduecation, and it is
not long hefore the parents themselves, in
their anxiety for their children’s welfare,
follow them to the city and remain with
them during their edueational years. It
will be good for the countrv distriets and
for the State as a whole if we can stop
that sort of thing by providing improved
education in country distriets, sueh as
would be possible under my scheme of
school hostels, I put up the scheme to the
Director of Education. His comment was,
‘*Look at the trouble we should have with
the domesties.”’ But surely that could be
easily overcome. We are not asking that
our children should be boarded for nothing
at these hostels, but merely that the de-
partment should recognise that children
living heyond the three-mile limit have
their incontestable rights to the best
education that can be provided to #1t them
to live the rural life. I hope the Minister
will consider this.

Mr. MANN (Perth) [9.40]: The Edueca-
tion Department is not giving to the ques-
tion of mental defeetives the attention
that it deserves. Speaking on the Colonial
Secretary 's Estimates last night, the Min-
ister referred to the Seaforth Home,
whereupon the Minister for Lands inter-
jeeted that if they were drawing that
money they were doing very well. T at
once  concluded that the Minister for
Lands was not fully seized of the work of
that home. In company with the Tlenor-
ary Minister, T visited that home some
menths ago and there watehed the treat-
ment of some 50 or 60 mental defertives.
But there are scores of other mentaily de-
feetive children who are not enjoying that
treatment. A dull child placed in a school
with smart children and unable to keep
pace with them, gives up the strugele,
with results disastrous to himself. The
Sehool Teachers' Association have discussed
at their conferences the treatment of
mental defectives and are fully alive to the
gertonghesg of the position. T am sure the
Honovarv Miniater, after his visit to the
Reaforth Home, wilt realise the impotrtance
of. extending 'the “work -being done théve:
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I have had considerable expericuce in this
matter. [ have seen children who have been
born to different families, and one after an-
other they lhave gone wrong. They were
bound to go wrong for ther were born with
a hereditary isadvantage, and to an en-
vironment that added to that disadvantage.
If they were given an opportunity of going
into a school they would at least have their
hackward minds developed to the fullest
possible estent. They would be taught to
do something for their support in after
yeurs. [ was surprised to learn from the
doetor controlling our Hospital for the In-
sane, that frequently wen and women go
through life whose minds are never de-
veloped, aml cannet be developed beyond
that of a youth of 10 or 12. They only go
through life when it is easy for them. When
they strike trouble of any kind they go
down, We who are gifted with a better
thinking capacity, with broader minds, and
greater ability, judge these others from
our own point of view. We do not know the
condition of thoir minds. We frequently
hear it said when one memher of a family
has failed, ‘'He had the same opportunity
as the others.’’ If we had an institution
baged on bigger and broader lines than the
small place at Gosnells, those children who
are making no response o their teaching,
and with whom the teachers can do nothing,
and who are a problem to their parents,
could go there and be tested. The cause of
their dulness couldl be aseceitained, as well
a8 the reason why they were unable to do
as well as their brothers and sisters. When
visiting the place some twn weeks ago 1
went round with the pyschologist, Mr. Hill.
He snidl ‘*What do you think of this boy?
He is 14 years of age, but his mind has
grown only to that of a yonth of five. Tt is
doubtful if it will ever develop beyond that
of a boy of 10 «r 12.'" The hoy was bright
enongh in appearance.

The Minister for Lands: Was not this
question denlt with under another vote last
night?

Mr. MANN: No. In this case the teachers
are being pait by the Education Depart-
ment, and it i3 a eredit to the department
that that is so, The werk that is being done
18 not sufficent, and the Department should
give it more attention. If it does, the State
will reap the henefit in after years.

Hon. 8. W. Mupsie: You will admit we
are¢ doing more than the previens Govern.
ment did.

Mr, MANN: I do not know what they
did. If there liave been any sins of omis-
sion there is no reason why I should not
bring this matter under notice.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: You owght to give
the Government credit for startug it.

Mr. MANN: It waa to the credit of the
Government that they nssisted in this small
way, but it is only a drop in the ocean,

Hon, 8. W, Munsie: It is something, al-
thewpgh it is-amall, D
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Mr. MANN: On the last oceasion when
I visited the place I went with a party. We
saw lads of 10 or 12 whose minds were not
developed beyond those of children of four
or five, and they cannot be developed to any
great extent. The psychologist said that one
lad of 14 had been studied for two years, It
had becen found impossible to teach him the
alphabet, but after two years it was found
that he had & capacity for wood-carving.
The teachers concentrated on this talent,
and have been able to teach ihe boy encugh
arithmetic to enable him to make a calenla-
tion and take up the calling of wood-carv-
ing. They have taken one boy after another
and treated them in the best way they
could. I wish to read the opinion of medical
men who have made a life study of this
matter, to make my point:—

At a confarence of medical men held in
London recently, Dr. William Potts said
that the number of mentally defective
persons in England and Wales, apart from
lunaties, was estimated at 149,600, of
whom it was calculated that 665 were in
urgent need of provision being made for
them in their own or the public interest.
All mental defectives who were at large
were a potential danger, and in proportion
as modern industry became more compli-
cated, their opportunities for wrong-doing
inereased. He was confident that the pub-
lie would weleome a thorough preliminary
medical examination in order to deter-
mine the extent to which an affender was
a deliberate wrong-doer or the vietim of
his environment,

As greater skill was required, and the earn-
ing of a living hecame more diffienlt, their
preblems increased.

Dr. Gibbong said that it was never
known for two mentally defeetive indi-
viduals to become the parents of a normal
child. One could be reasonably certain
by the time a defective child reached the
age of 16 years how much benefit it could
obtain from treatment by segregation and
g0 forth. If there was no indication that
such & echild could ever be regarded as
normal or as approaching mnormal, steps
ought to he taken to prevent it from ever
becoming a parent.

At the meeting held in Melbourne of medi-
eal men and ethers dealing with the subject,
the following motion was cairied:—

That in the interests of feeble minded
children themselves, and in the interests of
their parents and the community, the es-
tablishment of a home or colony where
they might bhe cared for, trained, and
scientifically studied, is desirable.

At the Iast conference of the School Teach-
ers’ Union of Western Anstralia, Mr. Me-
Lean said:—
Of the various States, New South Wales
and Victoria appeared to be the only two
which are working on a definite system

1597

with regard to mental detects, Tasmania
is taking steps to deal with these unfor-
tunates, whiech will give her a foremeost
place in this braneh of educational reform.
With reference to our own State, I sup-
pose that matters could be more unsatis-
factory than they are. 'The first essential,
it seems to me, in dealing with this class
of children, is that the eonditions must be
such as to win the whole-hearted appro-
bation and co-operation of the parents, 1t
a stigma is attached to sending a child
to a school of this description, the venture
is doomed before it starts. I have no
wish to criticise the noble and self-saeri-
ficing efforts of the SBalvation Army, and
I have nothing but whole-hearted admira-
tion for their work in social amelioration,
but it is a thomsand pitics that the only
srhool for mentally deficient children
should be assoviated with that of one for
delinguent children. The flaw is a funda-
mental and fatal one. I am not of course
criticising the work carried on in the
school, I believe it is exceptionally good,
but I condemn the whole system as a make
shift, anil one which in any eage onmly
touches the fringe of a diffienlt problem,

I ope the Minister will give more attention
to this branch of education, so that dull
and backward boys and girls may have their
minds developed to the utmost eapacity, and
have the handicap thev are carrying light-
ened as far as possible.  If this ean be
done, there will be fewer people in our
prisons, ‘and fewer inmates in our asylums
for the insane and other correetive homes,
Onr object should be to assist mental de-
ficients to earn their own living, failing
whiech they will be at a disadvantage to
themselves ag well as to the State. I com-
mend this phase of the education system to
the Minister.

Mr, C, P. WANSBEOUGH (Beverley)
{9.55]: T congratulate the Government on
their attitude towarda the establishment of
consolidated schools, but I hope their oper-
ations will not be confined entirely to the
towns. The principle could be applied in
many country centres. I wish to voice a
protest against the cheeseparing method
adopted in reducing the driving allowances.
Tt is regrettable that this Gevernment should
have broucht about a reduction in this dirvee-
tion, and curtailed a privilege that has
been enjoyed by country disiricts for many
years. The driving allowance has been of
benefit, not only to the farming community,
but it has proved a boon in many parts of
the State. The total cost of the allowanre
last year was £11,000, The saving, I un-
derstand, will be in the vicinity of £3,500,
The Minister did not say there had been 2z
saving in other bhranches of the TMenartment,
but I take it & saving is being effeeted by
this partieunlar reduetion. This is another
instance of the manner in which the Gav-
ernmeni are hitting at the conntry distriets.
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Hon. 8. W, Muynsie: A good deal of the
saving is aceounted for by the taet that
consolidated schools are doing the work for
less than the cost of the driving allowance.
I de not say that a great saving is effected,
but this does represent a saving in the driv-
ing allowance,

Mr, C. P. WAXSBROUGH: Other schools
ip the remote parts of the country districts
will have to suffer beecause of this.

Mr, Taylor: Tha Government shonld use
motor carg for the children.

Mr, C. P. WANSBROUGH: The Director
of Education should establish more of these
coneolidated schools, This is more or less
of an experiment, but I know it has proved
a suceess in my district. The Director should
alse turn his attention to the provision of
quarters for country teachers. Whilst my
district has been deprived in this respect,
group centres and others are receiving the
benefit of a considerable amount of expen-
diture in this direction.

Mr. Latham: It is not 8o in many of the
groups,

AMr, C. P. WANSBROUGH: Tt iz so in
quite a number, One locality sheunld not be
at a disadvantage because of amother. The
Director holds that every locality should take
full advantage of the system of cerrespond-
ence ¢lasses. These do not always meet the
ease, Very often the parents have no time
to devote to the matter. TUnless there is an
efficient teacher or supervisor to conduct the
classes, the children do not get any benefit
from them. I protest strongly against the
attitude of the Director. '

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: In refusing to build
quarters?

My, C. P. WANSBROUGH: Yes.

The Minister for Lands: In some of the
group settlements there are no huildings.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: 1 am re-
ferring to my own distriet. I feel very sore
about the matter.. The Government are whit-
tling away some of the privileges we have
enjoyed in the past. By the reduction of
the driving allowances an injustive has been
created in many cases, and T hope the Min-
ister will luook well into the matter.

Mr. BROWXN (Pingelly) [10.1]: I en-
doree the remarks of the member for Tood-
vay. The increase of some £12,000 in the
vote shows that the prescnt Government are
seized of the necessity for doing everything
possible to advance the education of our
children, In the country distriets there are
many eduentional disabilities and hardships
which should he looked to by the Director
of Education. In one town in my electorate
the old school Imilding is fit to hold ounly
half the ehildren requiring edueration, In
consequence several closses are Peld in a
hall about half a mwile distant from the
scheol itself. The construetion of a new
school huilding was authorised months ago,
bzt has not vet been started. I am told the
reason is lack of funds; bt T do not know
that Western Australia is s baokrnpt as
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to be upable to provide a school building
vhere it i3 urgently needed. Our eduecation
system I regard as the finest in Australia.
All visitors tell us that our curriculum is
the most advanced in Australia. The child-
ren attending the school at Pingelly ars
being instructed in a manner equal to any-
thing that can be found in the city. Pos-
sibly there may be some frills, and perhaps
the three ‘‘Rs’’ are not taught as thor-
oughly as they were in former days. The
system of scholarships is a goed one. Small
schools conducted by one teacher are not
called upon to face so high a standard as
larger schools in the ecompetition for seholar-
ships. However, the children attending a
school with two or three teachers are required
to pass the higher standard for a scholar-
ship. In my opinion, all country children
should be on the same footing in that re-
apect, I am glad to say that a good wany
scholarships are won by country children.
But what is to be the end of the holders
of those scholarships I do not know. Gen-
crally the helder is seized with a desire to
become a teacher, particularly if the bolder
is a girl, I feel strongly about the
reduction of the driving allowance. From
o place called Moorambine, five or six miles
out of Pingelly, children are driven seven
or eight miles te sehool at Pingelly., The
average salary of the male teacher being
£217 10s,, it is evident that there is a con-
siderable saving to the department, thanks
to these children being drivem to school at
Pingelly instcad of being taught at Moor-
ambine, The driving allowance is 6d. per
day, or 2s. Gd. per weck, and amounts to
£75 a year. Thus the saving to the depart-
ment iz about £150, Now the department
are reducing the driving allowance fromn 6d.
to 4d. For my part T would rather increase
it to 1s. The system of consolidated schools
is all right, but it will not work in every
district, because some of the sehools are too
isolated and the cost of tramsport of the
children would he too heavy. Moreover, the
children would have to journey three or
four miles to the spot where the car would
meet them, and they would have to tie their
horges up all day., We have 8o many girls
trying to become teachers that there will
never be 2 dearth in the teaching profession.
Wherever there are eight or ten children, a
teacher shoald be supplied, Nowadays none
of vs likes to see an uneducated person, and
thercfore [ am glad of the inerease of
£12,000 in the vote.

Mr, LATHAN (York) [10.8]: T must
ioin in the protest against the reduction of
the driving allowance. A little while ago it
was proposed to reduce the teaching staff
in the city by cutting out the swimming
teacher, but the proposal eaused such an
outery that the teacher was retained. Yet
in places where there is great diffieulty in
reaching a school the Government have re-
Anged the driving allowance by a paltry 24,
The reduction will be felt not by the farm-
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ers but by men who have gone out clearing
and have taken their wives and children with
them.

Mr. Teesdale: That is all right, but how
about subsidising people who have thousands
a year?

Mr. LATHAM: In this matter there
shonld be discrimination. The teacher should
be able to advise the Edueation Department
whether parents are able to provide the
necessary driving faeilities.

Hon, S, W, Munsie: I would not like to
be in the position of a teacher who had re-
ported in favour of discriminating against
a particular parent.

Mr. LATHAM : But the teacher should
be able to send a confidential report to the
department.

Mr. Teesdale: The possession of » £500
or £600 motor car would be a sofficient indi-
cation.

Mr., LATHAM: The country teachera
know all about the position of parents.
But why cut down the allowance by 24.7

Mr. Taylor: Why make a noise about the
reduetion if it is paltry?

Hon. 8. W. Mungie: The reduction was
made on the recommendation of the Director
of Edueation, by way of effecting economy.

Mr. LATHAM: If the Dircctor got out
inte the country a little more, he would have
a better idea of things there than he can
obtain while sitting in an office ¢hair. How-
ever, I do not wish to condemn the Govern-
ment in respeet of their education poliey.
There are some branches of education on
which the department may well be congratu-
lated. Onme is the school of agriculture at
Marrogin, The State builds secondary
schools and high schools at such places as
Albany; but if half of the money so ex-
pended had been devoted to putting up a
decent building for the Narrogin school of
agriculture, the benefit would have been
much greater. It i3 the technical education
children get that is so beneficial to them.
During the past two years I have had an
opportunity of watching the development
of the Narropin school of agriculture, and
I must compliment the prineipal on the way
he is turning owt boys with a thorough
knowledge of what is required to make a
suecess of farining life. The number of ap-
plicants for admission to the school war-
rants the providing of additional aceommo-
dation. Those who think that the establish-
ment of an agricultural college will do away
with the need for increased accommodation
at Narrogin are mistaken. The elementary
education he gets at that achool will fit a
bhoy for admission to the agricultural ¢ol-
lege. It should be a condition of eutry into
the agricultural eollege that a boy had first
passed through an elementary agrieultural
school. The Narrogin school of agriculture
represents the system of eduweation which
enables children to learn under rural condi-
tions. I have come in contact with country
parents who sent their children to city
schools in order that they might receive a
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higher education than that cbtainable loc-
ally; and those parents all tell me that it
is very diffieult afterwards to induce the
children to return to country life. We do not
want to get country children interested in
city life, because this State, having regard
to its total population, already has too many
people in its urban districts. I cannot
agree with the member for Pingelly in rve-
joicing at the increase of this vote by
£12,000. Every year I have been in this
House the vote has been excessed, and T
dare say it will be excessed this year. In
view of the numbers of our people, we are
spending & tremendous amount or educa-
fion. 1 fully understand that in other parts
of the world there are privileges, say the
provision of books, which must be taken
into account when expenditure on education
is estimated. At the same time, while we are
getting value for the services rendered, T
mugt agree with the vote, unleas I can show
where it ean be reduced. We cannot afford
to negleet the education of cur children, and
so long as we do that along the right lines,
we cannot go wrong.

Mr, WITHERS {(Bunbury) [10.18]: I
wish to cmphasise the necessity for the ex-
tension of educational facilities to the
smaller centres in the country distriets. T
have always been an advoeate of additional
educational faeilities, but T am afraid there
is a fair amount of frill in connection with
our high schools. We should provide a
hetter ground-work and educate the child
up to a certain standard that will enable
him to leave school and earn hig living
with the advantage of a good gemeral edu-
eation. At Bunbury the manual class was
transferred from the semior school to the
high school, thus depriving the boys of the
fifth gtandard of manual training, There
is ample aceommodation for a manual class
at the senior school, and I trust the Minis-
ter will be able to provide the necessary
funds to emable that class to be reopened.
The seventh standard was transferred from
the senior school to the high sehaol, and
that has proved detrimental to hors and
girls whose parents cannot afford to give
their children the higher edueation, T have
two girls attending the high school, #nd
their progresz while they have been there
has been much slower than when they at-
tended the senior school, The master at a
small school seven miles out of town is able
to teach children up to the eighth standard,
and those children are receiving a good
general edueation, No commercial training
is provided for the children at the high
sehool, but at that small school seven miles
out of town education of that description is
provided. The result is that children who
have attended that schonl leave with a bet-
ter equipment than manv who leave the
senior ot high scheol. T have to bring under
the notice of the Minister necessary works
in connection with some of the smaller
schools in my clectorate. Ther are badly in
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need of attention. Wor over 10 years the
school at Waterloo has been conducted in
the agricultural hall. As the hall is fre--
quently used for dances, it is always in
a higgledy-piggledy state. The residents
have made application for the erection of
a school and the Minister informed me that
we would have to wait until the Loan Esti
mates were introduced. I hope the neees-
sary provision will be made for that work.
At Paradise the small school is a disgrace
to the department, It has canvas sides and
the weather beats in, so that the children
have to ¢rowd on one side of the building
to aveid getting wet. Water runs across
the floor in winter and tbat is not gool for
the children, The department has promised
to provide a new school, and I wish to re-
mind the Minister of that fact, so that the
work will not be overlooked when the Loan
Estimates are framed. At the infants’
schoal at Bunbury n shelter shed is re-
quired, During the winter months there is
no proteetion for the children, and I hope
that work will be attended to. 1 would like
the Minister to consider the possibility of
providing a consolidated school in my elee-
torate for the convenience of the residents
in the outer distriets. I would also like to
see amounts provided for domestic science
and manual training classes at the senior
school at Bunbury.

Mr, SLEEMAN (Fremautle) [10.22]:
Some references have been made to the large
amount provided for educational purposes,
Money is never wasted on education, pre-
vided the gystem js satisfactory. T hope
that during the coming year provision will
be made for the establishment of a high
school at Fremantle. The departmental re-
port shows that the attendances at the high

schools already establishel are as fol-
lows:—Northam, 16%; Bunbury 155; Al-
bany, 106; and Geraldton, 71. If a high

school were established at Fremantle it
would relieve the congestion at the existing
schools, Boys from the suburbs often have
to wait for gnme time hefore they ean he
admitted to the Tremantle Boys' Sechool.
I understand the department has a drill
inspector whose duty it is te go round the
sehools inspecting the drilling of the child-
ren. I regard the drill inspector as so muel
frill, and money eould be saved by Aning
away with that officer. It is the function
of the Commonwealth Government to look
after training of this description, and
anything necessary regarding drill at schnol
ean he attended to by the head master. TRe-
ferring to the medical examination of child-
ren, the report of the Eduoeation Depart-
ment containg the following:—

Of the children examined ahont 20 per
cent. needed medical attention. and their
parents were advised to seenre it. The
arlvice is followed in about ha!f the num-
ber of cases: in the other half it iz dis-
regarded. Dental treatment is recom-
mended for about 30 per cent. of the
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children examined, but it appears that
the advice is not taken in three cases out
of four, Nearly 1,000 children have been
treated without charge in the dental
clinic in Perth, which is doing most valu-
able work. About 15 per cent., of those
examiuned are passed as quite satiafactory,
The remainder, apart from those recom-
mended for medical or dental treatment
require home attention, the most fre-
quent troubles being either the results
of malnutrition, or neglect of personal
hygiene. It is gratifying to note that
the medical inspeetors, as well as the
distriet inspectors, report that personal
hygiene generally is improving, The
daily parade that is now common in the
schools is having its effect in a higher
standard of cleanliness, and in geeuring
that ecach child has a handkerchief, a
mug, and a towel. The couniry schools
are mot yet properly provided for, The
addittonal medical officer, who was to
have becn supplied last year, has not yet
been appeinted. Such an addition is most
urgently needed, and would enable a great
improvewent to be effected, though even
then we should be far from having a com-
pletely satisfactory system of medical
inspeetion.
In my opinion the medical inspection at
the present time iz a farce. Doetors send
home potes intimating that the children’s
teeth require attention, whereas the
parents have not the money necessary for
that to be done. The result is that mno
pnotice is taken of the medieal inspection.
It would be better for the Government to
refrain from appeinting another medical
officer and instead to appoint a dentist io
logk after the children’s teeth. It is use-
less sending notes from doctors to parenis
who cannot afford to ineur this expendi-
ture.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mt, Margaret) [10.28]:
The member for Fremantle {Jlr. Sleeman)
made a strong point regarding medical
inspection, While it may require some ex-
peniiture to get the teeth of children
attended to, I have no gbjection to medi-
cal officers advising narents about the
condition of their children’s teeth, On
the other hand, T do not agree with the
publication in the Press of reports regard-
ing the large proportion of children suffer-
ing from vermin in the head. Little
monev is required to keep the heads of
children clean, Tt is disgusting to publish
narticulars regarding the shocking con-
dition the dortors ray so many children’s
heads are in to-dav, Tt is also unwise to
publish such details. We shonld not cast
a gtigma upon a large section of the com-
munity who do pay attention fo their chil-
dren’s heads. Those details shonld not be
spread broadeast in the Press. I believe
it was stated that 80 per cent, of the
rhildren in the metropolitan area who had
heen examined were suffering from pedi.
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culosis. The parents ought to be brought
up and dealt with. Then there would be
ne need for the publicity.

Mr. HUGHES (East Perth) [10.30]:
Recently pogitions in the Edueation De-
partment were filled without any publie
notification that they were vacant
Teachers were brought from the Eastern
States, while loeal teachers with the neces-
sary qualifications did not even know of
the vacancies. I do not want any special
preference for local teachers, but certainly
they should have an opportumity to apply
for any vacaney. If the Eastern States’
man has better qualifications, by all means
give him the job, but if the local man has
cqual qualifications, the job should be for
him.

Mr. Latham: All things being cqual, the
local man should be preferred.

Mr. HUGHES: There was a senior posi-
tion in the Training College vacant, but
none of the loeal teachers koew of it until
an Eastern States’ man was appointed.
It should be made a hard and fast rule
that all vacancies be duly advertised.

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH (Albany) [10.33]:
I congratulate the Minister upon the in-
creased vote, for I believe that money
spent on edueation is money well spent.
I commend the Minister on his amalgama-
tion of eountry schools, and I hope that
principle will be extended, for it has given
good results. Like the member for
Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay) I feel a little
alarmed at the reduction of the driving

allowance. It will affect country people
very moch. I am thankful to the Min-
iaster for his congideration in building

schools at the group settlements. I hope
it will not be long before all necessary
group settlement schools are completed.
Applications have been called for the posi-
tion of ecaretaker at the Albany High
School, and it is Iaid down that applicants
shall have a special knowledge of garden-
ing. Tn my view the caretaker will have
quite enough to do in keeping the school
in order without displaying any know-
ledge of gardening. The salary is £4
weekly, less house rent 15s. That is not
sufficient.

Hon. & TV, Munsie:
ance with the award?

Mr. A. WAXBBROUGH: I do not
know what the award is, but I am con-
vinced that the amount is not suffieient. I
eommend the Minister on his attitude to-
wanls the parents and citizens’ associa4
tionls:, for they have done exeeedingly good
work.

Ts it not in aceord-

Mr., MARSHALL (Murchison) [10.35]:
The member for York (Mr. Latham) ecom-
plains of the inerease in the Vate, notwith-
standing which he enlarges on the cduea-
tional requirements of country distriets. If
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he were sincerely representing a country dis-
trict he would not take exception to the in-
crease im the Vote Personally, I wish the
inerease were gre. T thamn it is, for then the
people in the ecpstry might look forward
to proper edueational facilities. The in-
crease in this V ote is the most healthy sign
the State can koa:t of. I agree with the
member for Teodyay (Mr. Lindsay), that
the education imparted in eountry distriets
should take on a alightly different form.

Mr. Latham; What form?

Mr, MARSHALL: A form devised to
teach the children svmething of the scien-
tific side of land development.

Mr. Latham: I advoeated that.

Mr, MARSHALL: But the hon. member
objects to providing the necessary money.

Mr, Latham: By how much was the Vote
excessed last year?

Mr, MARSHALY: Even if we excessed
the Vote by £50,000 it would be no more
than this country should spemd on educa-
tign, partienlarly in the rural areas and out-
hack districts.

Mr. Taylor: Do you think we are getting
vetlue ior the money we are expending?

Mr. MARSHALY.: Yes.

Mr, Taylor: Then you have no quarrel.

Mr, MARSHALL: No. I am sorry we
cannot afford to give a better system of
education for the children in the remote cen-
tres. The only grievance I have to voice
appertains to the Wiluna school, which I
visited recently.  This school was destroyed
by a severe gale some months ago. Unfor-
tunately enough building material was left
for it to be rceonstructed out of the debris.
It is a pity the whole boilding was not
completely destroyed. The gchool is a small
one, and the only redeeming feature about
it is the height of the walls, Wiluna is the
furthest inland town of any consequence in
the State, and it is also one of the hottest.
The walls of the biilding should be slung
on hinges so that ‘n the hot weather they
can be lifted up. At present the children
have to be taken outside under the shade
of some peppercorn trees. Tt is not easy
to teach children *'hen everything that is
going on around th m tends to distract their
attention. The fit ings of the sehool are
disgraceful. The lockers and cupboards are
composed of boxer that have carried mer-
chandise to Wilung, over a distance of hun-
dreds of miles. The accommodation for
the personal effec s of the children is also
bad. There is very little that is clean or
up fo date about the school. The whole
building is a disgrace and requires immed-
iate attention, Tival seats should be in-
stalled and hetter) fittings and more venti-
lation provided. also protest against the
reduction in the f{iriving allowances. My
sympathy goes ou to the parents who can
ill afford to he depprived of this privilege.

Mr, HERON ({l.eonora) [10.42]: The
Minister for Works has received a report
concerning the Wiluna school, and I know
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be will deal with it. I was sorry to hear
the Honorary Minister say that no more
continuation or techmnical schools would be
opened during the current year. I hope
be did not mean the financial year. A
continvation school was started some years
ago in Gwalia, but since the grest fire
there severgl of the parents and children
have gone away. That continuation school
and manuzl training elass served not only
Gwalia but Leonora. Quite enough child-
ren are there now to warrant a econ-
tinuation school being established. The
regulations require, I think, a mini-
mum of 50 pupils for a continuation class.
We have only 25. However, the building
is there, together with all necessary appli-
ances. The Education Department esti-
mate that the continoation class would
cost £100 a year. The Treasurer said he
could not find the money, and so the Min-
ister for Edunc¢ation bag been unable to re-
‘open the class. However, if it is pot
re-opened in the first quarter of the
approaching year, I shall be on the Min-
ister’s doorstep again. The re-opening
was Tecommended by the Director of
Eduecation. The local people hold that the
cost would not be se much as £100, because
the teachers in the technical section work
on the mines and are prepared to give
their services free, if necessary, in order
that the children of the district may get
the benefit of the twition. Both Gwalia
and Leonora would be advantaged by the
re-opening of the clags, The parents and
citizens’ associations are doing good work
towards improving and Thrightening the
school building and grounds. No Govern-
ment ¢an afford to discourage the people
who go outback and open up the State. If
those people cannot got adequate educa-
tional facilities for their children, they
are bound to remove to the metropalitan
area; and that is mosti undesirable from
the Btate’s point of view.

Progress reported.

House adjourned 6i 10.45 p.m,
)]
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

SELECT COMMITTEE—METROPOLI-
TAN WATER SUPPLY, SEWERAGE
AND DRAINAGE DEPARTMENT,

Eztension of Time.

Hon, A. LOVEKIN: In asking for fur-
ther time in which {o bring up the commit-
tee’s report, I have been directed by the
committee to make the following state-
ment ;— )

1, The evidence so far submitted to
your committee shows:—(a) that the
proposed dam at Churchman’s Brook, if
constructed on the lines of the existing de-
sign, may not provide the stability which
is essential in a work of this character.
(b) that the estimated cost for so small
a supply as will average 2,000,000 gallons
per day must be economically oppressive
to the people of the .metropolitan area.
{c¢) that the water from the bores at Os-
borne Park is highly unsatisfactory, and,
it is doubtful whether the proposed method
of filtration will prove effective by reason
af the fact that, during the heavy summer
draughts, insufficient time will be avail-
able for the process of aeration and treat-
ment. (d) that the data supplied in the
last annual report of the Goldfields Water
Supply undertaking shows a surplus
available over and above the maximum
draw-off for goldfields and agrieultural
distriets’ requirements.

2, The committee, therefore, suggests
for the immediate consideration of the
Government:—({a) the stoppage of all
further expenditure in respect to toe
Churchman’s Brook scheme (except as to
the investigation work which has already
been put in hand by the Engineer-in-
Chief) until the construetion work and the
economic effects can be further considered,
(b) that the Osborne Park bores be not
further used as a source of supply, at
least until such time as an efficient and
adequate means of treatment can he de-
vised. (c) that te supplement the supply
in the immediate future, the large pipes
already purchased for conveying the
Churchman’s Brock water to Perth be



